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a now famous phrase, “aliens

an

enacted, almost

into

than those mentioned in. Section One, in the manner and to

which

ineligible to citizenship.”

Section One of this first of California’s alien land laws carefully
| conserved all the rights of aliens eligible to citizenship under the laws

important point that the treaties then in force with Japan nowhere

granted Japanese subjects the right to own land.

extent and for the purposes prescribed by any treaty now existing be-
tween the government of the United States and the nation or country
of which such alien is a citizen or subject, and not otherwise;” the framers
of this ingenious measure having first satisfied themselves on the all-

“other

| of the United States. Section Two conserved the rights of all aliens

that privilege in California.

denied

This

Superficially, however, it seemed more generous than the treaty of 1911,

land leases for the actual ownership hitherto enjoyed by the Japanese in

California.

of

of leasing land for

aliens the

i
agricultural purposes,—for terms of three years,—whereas the treaty had

o)

The voting privilege was extended to Negroes by con-

stitutional amendment soon after the Civil War, so that citizenship in

only granted such leases for commercial and residential purposes.
course what the California law really did was to substitute three-year
Needless to say, eligibility to United States citizenship is a matter
for determination by the Federal government, which, in fact, had already
determined it—so long ago as 1790—as an exclusive prerogative of “free
these States would seem to be based mainly on pigmentary distinctions,

through

of the white and black colors as against inter-

the

popular imagl

hy

i phrase as “creatures of passion, dis-
yalty, and anarchy, not many, but infinitely malignant”—at length

roused national attention to the fact that the so-called “Melting Pot®

was to some extent a figment of an over-

of
to

Sacramento very cleverly “put it up to” Wash-
(To be continued)

point of view in such a short time had it not been for
one of the lessons of the Great War. War-time disclosures <f disloyal-

But the law is the law, in spite of its manifest absurdities; and, to
Wilson in a

use a phrase of the day,
ington with an ultimate success that California’s politicians themselves

The Federal government would hardly have become converted to

Cali

never dreamed of in 1913. For when, eleven years later, Washington
itself became a convert to California’s point of view, Congress adopted

for the entire country the very phrase that the Japanese had found so
ing Ground for Europe.” Consequently one of the post-war measures

ty and sedition among
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(Continued from last week.)
But this is not because either nation is inferior to the other; it is
because they are different. The two peoples represent two civilizations

which, although in many respects equally high, are so totally distinct in

both

of the modern Americans and the modern Japanese were barbarians in

that remote past which saw the origins of the cultured peoples to which

ly trace their civi-

lizations. But the lines of development of these two civilizations, of
the Orient and the Occident, have been separate and divergent since

thousands of years before the Christian era; certainly since that hoary

of the great

is as old as the other; and
in neither case is the line of cultural descent coincident with that of
of today

the

One

and the

this

their past history that is it idle to expect in one or two generations |

ethnic descent. U

the A

to

legisla-

Semites held

emen's Agreement “worked | white persons.”
1913—th

of the CI

pr

Y | tion, and that in reality America was tending rather to become a “Dump-

_| in the arrangement with Japan.

made
for

that the new Wilson ad-

hi

Je

y of State, Mr.

G

len, faille silk crepe, crepe ma-| means of a quota allowance proportional

Hiram Joh

step. Its
38, 40 and 42 inches bust. Sheer| of Congress undertook the rigid

in his own state. Immediately he

on the
| woo!

l

Colorel Roosevelt thought that the Gentl

sway in Mespotamia. An effort to mix together, out of hand, the peo-
ples representing the culminating points of two such lines of divérgent
cultural development would be fraught with peril; and this, I repeat,
because the two are different, not because either is inferior to the other.
admirably and entirely achieved its purpose,” but in this opinion Calif-

Wise statesmen, looking to the future, will for the present endeavor to
keep the two nations from mass contact and intemingling, precisely be-

cause they wish to keep each in relations of permanent good will and

friendship with the other.

ornia refused to concur. In the very year in which the famous ex-

President wrote the

eld in which the A

ture sought to devise an alien land law that would check a growing! mediate shades of complexion, such as yellow and brown.

economic danger without violating stipulated treaty rights. Against
band that is rolled in revers, of |rocaln, georgette crepe, shantung and| iready here, no change being made or proj

Bryan, came all the way across the continent as a would-be peacemaker.
tion he bad not hitherto manifested in regard to it, as if determined |,

But the coming of the great pacifist was not attended with pacific re-
sults. Here, as in 5o many other parts of this story, the human equation

became the determining factor in an important issue. Had not Mr.
seemed to construe the visit of the Democratic leader, Mr. Bryan, as

got behind the proposed alien land law with an energy and
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