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Editorial
THE JINRICKSHA AND THE
AUTOMOBILE

A feature article in the San
Francisco Examiner Sunday states
that the Jinrickshas of Japan are
changing to taxicabs, and that
Western ideas are being adopted
in business, sports and arts in
Nippon.

This is very true, but we doubt
whether the average reader of this

change has already taken place.

For instance, a few months be-
fore the earthquake of 1922, there
were in Japan approximately 100,-
000 rickshas. Within a year this
number dropped to 85,000, and in
1925 but 79,000 ricksha pullers
were left. Last year a census
showed that only 54,000 “kurumas”
were to be found in Nippon at
that time. We doubt whether there
are 40,000 jinrlckshas left today,
and whether there will be a
thousand remaining by 1930.

Even today, it is already a rare
sight to see a ricksha in the
streets of Tokyo. These vehicles
are to be found mostly in the
smaller towns and villiages now,,
and even in these localities they
are rapidly being driven out by
taxicabs, street cars and motor
buses.

The reason is not far to seek.
One is able to hire a taxi in Tokyo,
Osaka or Kobe for 50 sen, (about
25 cents) to take one to any part
of the city. Not so the ricksha.
His fee, for traveling from one
end of the city to the other, is
about five yen ($2.50). And, of
course, he travels much slower
than an automobile.

The ricksha men in
therefore, are turning to other
professions. In Toyko a large
number of them sell newspapers
on the side-line. When the late
Emperor was critically ill in Dec-
ember 1926, newspapers in Tokyo
issued from one to five extras every
day, and many of the part-time
ricksha men found it exceedingly
profitable to peddle these “gogai”,
while 'idling about weiting for
customers. This new occupation
was so lucrative, in fact, that
many remained in the “gogai” and
newspaper selling vocation. Many
extra sellers make from 10 to 20
yen a day, while a rickshaman
averages but 60 to 70 yen a month.

the city,

AGREEABLE DUTY

Twice during the day the Pres-
ident walked to the Executive
offices in the band-box sort of
structure at the western end of
the White House, once to look over
his maid and again just before
going to church.
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paper realizes to what extent this |

'JAPANESE
OCEAN HOP
PLANSTOLD

Flight To Be Made
From Hokkaido
To Seatle

Bpecial to the Japanese American News

TOKYO, March 26—The plane
to be used in Japan’s forthcoming
trans-Pacific flight this autumn
will be completed in July, it was

today simu y
with the issuing of details re-
garding the venture.

‘The hop-off will be made from
Hanazaki, on the east coast of
Hokkaido, and not from Tokoro-
zawa near Tokyo, due to the fact
that a saving of 1000 kilometers
will thus be effected.

From Hanazaki the plane will
| fly over the Aleutians and on to
| Seattle. The flight will be made
early in September,

Japan Launches
3rd Cruiser in
1924 Program

TOKYO, March 24.—Japan's
third 10,000-ton cruiser, the
Haguro, was launched at Na-
gasaki today.

The Haguro is one of the
first class cruisers provided
for under the 1923 and 1924
naval programs. Two were
commissioned in 1927, the
Nachi and Myoko. The ships
carry ten 8-inch guns, four 4.7
anti-aircraft rifles and twelve
21-inch torpedo tubes above
water., They have a speed of
from 30 to 40 knots. The esti-
mated cost was $11,000,000
each. They have a triple hull
designed to give the greatest
possible protection against
submarines.

Second Generation
Serves as Juryman

SAN LUIS OBISPO, March 26—
Tom Nakaji was called upon, and

oners Jury at the County Coroner,
on the inquisition of the death of
a Benny Alvarez, who met his
death by being tangled up in an
electric dough mixing in

acted as a juror recently on a Cor- |

SHOWANS
SUFFER 2
SETBACKS

BRIGHT S.EASON—_E. DS AS

CAGERS DROP CLOSE
G AME

Leading & crew of hoop artists
to the very tip of a sensational
cage season, Manager and Capt.
Tomate Sakai of the local Showa
Athletic Club will be forced to
leave the good work behind as they
met defeat by the hands of the
University of California Japanese
Student Club five last Saturday |
night in the return game played at |
the Park gym, taking the short
end of the 29-35 score.

Toby Ogawa, crack forward for
the California five was certainly
the outstanding the star of the
night, and much of the victory be-
longs to him as he chalked up 19
points with his dead eye tossing.

Altho the Showa boys have split
the two games so far played, it
has been decided that the third
game will not be played this sea-
son.

Adding another gray lock to
Capt. Sakai’s temple is the second
defeat presented by the local Ca-
thay quintet, a powerful Chinese
team, which nosed out the Post
streeters last week-end by a close
and exciting score of 23-25.

The local Japanese will disband
the cage season and step right into
baseball, according to latest re-
port from the Showa headquarters.

Stockton Greets
Three New Comers

STOCKKTON, March 27— The
membership role of the local Y.
M. B. A. seems to increase every
now and then for three more new
faces belonging none other to than
Yoshie Masuda, Akizumi Watan-
abe, and Takashi Fujiki (formerly
of Penryn Y. M. A), were in-
formally admitted into the Club.

Thase three healthy-looking,
ambitious, young men were wel-
comed at a social gathering which
was in' the form of “chawakai”
held at the Hongwanji reception
room by the members last Friday
evening.

Social Head Aoki presided and
President Sasaki gave words of
welcome. After the introduction of
new members to the old and vice

FLOOD HITS

JAPANESE

MR

COMMUNITY

Watsonville Under
Water, School
Closed

WATSONVILLE, March 26--
Due to the persistent rainfall of
the last several days, the worst
floed in twelve years occured in
this city, inundating both the Jap-
anese and the Chinese commun-
ities to the depths of eight feet in
many places, while the American
section of the town from the Paj-
ero River to the city park was
completely under water.

All traffic was stopped in the
inundated area, and many auto-
mobiles were seen half submerged
in the water or on the verge of
being washed away by the raging
current.

Because communication to the
stricken,area has been obstructed,
no definite estimate of loss could
be made. The Japanese lettuce
ranches in the vicinity of the river
were flooded, and if the present
water does not subside soon the
crops will be totally damaged.

The flood rose rapidly and
reached the four feet mark Sat-
urday. The water remained at this
point until the next day, when the
current rose ominously in sweep-
ing torrent and flooded the Chi-
nese and Japanese residents, caus-
ing . much concern to.all. The
public schools here were closed
today.

Lodi Nisei Elects
Baseball Captain

LODI, March 26—The Lodi Ni-
sei Club elected M. Okazaki as
captain of the baseball team at a
recent meeting of the club. He
announces that practice will be
started immediately.

The Nisei Club will hold an ora-
torical meet on April 28, Saturday,
at the local gakuen. The meet will
start at 7:30 p.m.

versa, the rest of the evening was
spent in getting acquainted with
one another.

S. F. BUDDHISTS
IWIN PING PONG
T O U R NAMENT

GAKUSEI-KWAY, BEATEN IN
| EXCITING GAME,
| SECOND
| e
| The San Francisco Buddhist
|off the silver trophy in the local
| Y.M.B.A. tournament, held at the
| Buddhist Hall, Sunday afternoon,
| winning all their five matches.
| six organizations were repres-
| ented in the tournament, the S. F.
J‘Bucldl‘mit, Church, 8.F. YMCA,
S.F. Gakusei-Kwai, Oakland Y M.
W.B.A., Oakland YMB.A., and
Berkeley Shin Buddhist Church.
Gakusei-Kwal placed second and
for a time seemed to be the likely
winner. In the §. F. Buddhist vs.
Gakusel-Kwai match, after each
team had won two sets, Furuki
for the Buddhist faced Fufinaka
of G-K. With the game of one-all,
Fujinake took the lead and held a
9 to 5 advantage. By good playing
Furuki dueced the game and
finally winning the game and set.
Ota of the S. F. Buddhists won
the best player contest defeating
7 others. Shintani of Gakusei-
Kwal was second with one defeat.
Inouye also of the Buddhists and
Yamamoto of Berkeley were tied
for third, Inoye winning the play-
off.

Team Won Lost
S. F. Buddhist 5 0
Gakusei-Kwal 4 1
Berkeley Buddhists 3 2
Y, s O A 1 4
Oakiand Y. M. B. A, 1 4
Oakland Y. M. W. B. A. 1 4

Best Player Contest

Player Won  Lost
Ota, S. F. Buddhist X 0
Araya, Gakusei-Kwal 6 %
Inouye, S. F. Buddhists 6 2

Yamamoto, Berkeley Buddhists
| b 3

Nitto Babes Béat
Salinas, 17 to 16

| SALINAS, March 26—The Nitto
| Wildcat Babes of San Jose visited
| this town and defeated the local
|boys in a thrilling contest, 17-16.
‘ Lead by Frank Ichishita, the
| Wildeat piled up a lead in the first
half, but almost lost the game
|when the Salinas team staged a
|last minute rally.

VICTIM OF
GUN FRAY
BETTER

S. J. School Girl Is
On Road To

Recovery

SAN JOSE, March 26—Miss
Midorl Fujimoto, pretty 19-year-
old student of the local business
college who was shot by a crazed
suitor on March 20, has passed the
crisis at the San Jose hospital,
though some concern is still felt
for her life, according the doctor
in attendance.

The girl received two wounds,
one in the back and the other in
the neck. Some fifty eight bird
shots were lodged in her body.
The wound in the neck was part-
icularly serious, but as the jugu-
lar vein was fortunately not sev-
ered she will in all probabilities
recover.

Her 29-year-old suitor, Inagaki,
who shot the gir], is now in prison
awalting trial. In a written con-
fession he had admitted that he
shot the girl because she fafled
to respond to his persistent wooing.

40 JAPANESE

Marysville in a swirling current w

Japanese Pens
Note, Then
Drowns Self

SACRAMENTO, March 25.—
“Pull in the rope, you will find
me at the other end.”

This note, pinned to the rope,
led to the discovery of the body
of M. Yamagata, Japanese, in
the Sacramento river. He had
tied the rope around his waist,
thrown it over the limb of an

Danville Noses Out
S. J. Nitto, 19-18

S8AN JOSE, March 26---The
Winged “D” team of Danville in-
vaded San.Jose and nosed out the
Nitto cagers by a 19-18 score, last
Friday night.

The game was close throughout
as the score indicates. At half,
time the winners were leading
11-10.

In the last quarter, with but a
minute to go, the Nitto tried a
desperate rally to overcome the
19-16 score. Tokunaga sank a goal
but the game ended before any
further markers could be regis-
tered.

tree and then
jumped into the water.

The man was about fifty years
old. According to friends he had
been suffering from ill health
for some time.

Watsonville
Bank To Handle
Japan Exchange

WATSONVILLE, March 26—As an
added feature service to secure
Japanese patronage, the Pajaro
Valley National Bank of this city
will handle exchanges to Japan,
it was reported here from reliable
sources.

The Pajaro Valley National Bank
will have the backing of the

Ameri, Trust C of San
Francisco in this new enterprise

of money from this
district to Japan for the Japanese

CAT TALES

Winged “D” Nitto Club
Usui (4) : Nishida (2)
Oshidari (12) Ichishita (6)
Hoshi (2) @)
Hemmi Morihiro
Nakagawa (1) Taniguchi (5)
Kato (o8]

Santo (2)

By Pusey

This newest venture on the part
of the Pajaro Valley National Bank

a bakery.

Accidental death was the verdict
brought in by the Coroners Jury-
men, as read by their foreman
Pate.

Nakaji, who is manager and
secretary of the San Luis Obispo
Growers Association, is one of the
most popular young men of this
city, and is widely known and lik-
ed by both Japanese and Ameri-
cans for his unselfish efforts in
trying to helping everybody.

Tom Nakaji will be remembered
as a San Francisco boy who at-
tended both grammar and high
school there. Many of his friends
will be glad to know he is making
good.
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will be 1 it is reported, in
| order to meet the competion of the
| Bank of Italy here, which is tak-
ing most of the Japanese business
{ due to the fact that it has estab-
| lished a separate Japanese depart-
| ment with special Japanese cash-
‘1er over it. Besides handling the
i exchanges, the National Bank will |
| hire a Japanese cashier to handle
| Japanese business.
| A far reaching effect is expected
\ to result from this new venture, |
as the banks in the various parts
of the state may follow suit in
case the experiment proves suc-
cessful.

Washout In Sacrame
Japanese Farms; Collapse Of
Dam Threatens Reno

SACRAMENTO, March 26--

IAROONED

"IN FLOOD ARE RESCUED

nto Lowlands Sweeps

Swollen by heavy rains and melt-

Ing snow, rivers in Northern California rose ominously, flooding one

town and threatening many others. Much damages to Japanese re-

sidents and farmers of the district have been caused by the flood.
Forty Japanese orchard workers,

marooned five miles from
hen the south levee of the Yuba

river gave way, were rescued in rowboats.
North Sacramento, a suburb of the State capital, was flooded
when the American River overflowed about 10 o'clock this morning.

All the Japanese who were en-
gaged in truck farming in that
district left their camps with their
families and sought refuge in Sac-
ramento.

| The business

| district, however,
on higher ground, was only under
a foot of water. The refugees were
being taken from the second sto-
ries of houses in boats and carried
|to the business buildings. Sacra-
mento proper, however, was in no
danger.

The Japanese farms in the John
Markins district were also flooded.
Many Japanese collected at the
Swanson slaughter house, where
they were marooned by the swirl-
|ing water, until motorboats arrived
on the scene and effected their
rescue.
| Mrs. Toshio Kumamoto, one of
|the refugees in Sacramenmto, de-
clared: “This is the biggest flood
in fifteen years. Until about eleven
o'clock this morning I helped'to
ward off the water by re-enforeing
the enbankment. We then saw the
wall crushing beneath the weight
of the water; so we hurried back
to the house, tied all our furni-
tures on to the roof, released the
horses in the pasture, and took the
boat of a Sacramento land com-
pany and sought safety in this
city.”

The Sacramento Japanese Asso-
|ciation obtained several motor
boats from the authorities and left
this city in order to effect rescue
of Japanese who may still be
marooned in their farms by the
flood. Practically all the Japanese
who own beats in this district are
out on their rescue work.

The latest report indicates that
the American River is graduslly
subsiding.

Reno, Nevada, with water run-
ning into fifty homes lying along
the river was being threatened
with wholesale inundation from a
dam near Boca, twenty-three miles
from Reno on the Truckee River.
Warm rains melting snows on the
eastern slope of the Sierras made
the Truckee a raging torremt and
backed up 1,000 scre feet of water
behind the Boca dam. Fears were
felt that the dam would go out.

With its earthen alotments)
washed away on either side, fear
has been expressed that the dam

would be unable to withstand the

pressure and collapse.
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