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DR. W. E. GRIFFIS

In another column of this page
is announced the death of Dr.
Willlam E. Griffis, historian and
lecturer and the only white man
to live in the interior of Japan
during the feudal regime.

Dr. Griffis returned recently from
a visit of eight months to Japan,
during which he had an audience
with the Emperor and was decor-
ated for the third time with the
Order of the Rising Sun.

While Dr. Grifils is not well-
known to the second generation of
Japanese here, his name is one
that will remain in the minds of
the people of Nippon for a good
number of years to come.
Through the faculty of Rutgers
College, Penn., Dr. Griffis received
a call from Japan in 1870 to come
there to organized schools on the
American plan and give instruc-
tion in the natural sciences. He
crossed the Pacific on a side-wheel
steamship.

It was the end of December,
when Dr. Crifis landed at Yo-
kohama, the first of the foreign
scholars to be called in by the
Emperor in accordance with the
new policy of Japan.

Dr. Griffis taught at the Imperial
University, and during his stay in
Japan made the acquaintance of
powerful nobles and had as his
pupils, youths who later were to
become the leading scientists,
statesmen, and porfessional men
of the empire.

In February, 1871, after going by
water to Kobe and Osaka, where
he was met by mounted Samurai,
armored knights with two swords
each, Dr. Griffis rode to Fukui
with a mounted escort of twelve
Samurai and was received by the
Daimio Matsudaira Yoshinaga. In
March he began teaching in the
castle, equipping there the first
chemical laboratory in Japan. His
pupils wore robes of ceremony and
the two swords of their order and
were most courteous and eager.
The following October Dr. Grif-
fis was a witness in the castle to
the ceremony attendant upon the
abolition of the feudal system in
Japan, a ceremony which was be-
ing carried out in 200 feudal
strongholds of the country in ac-
cordance with the mandate of the
Emperor. In the great hall of the
castle he saw the farewell of the
Baron of Echizen to his 2,000 re-
tainers and departed the next day
for Tokyo.

During the next two years he su-
| pervised the establishment of the
first polytechnic school at the ca-
pital and taught in the Imperial
University. His sister, Margaret
Clark Griffis, was made principal
of the first government school for
girls, under the patronage of the

RULER GIVES
LARGE SUM
FOR CHARITY

84SocialBodies
Benefited By
Gift

Special to the Japanese American News

TOKYO, February 11—The Im-
perial Household today distribut-
ed a large amount of money to 84
social associations throughout Ja-
pan to encourage the activities of
these bodies.

The gifts were made as presents
from the Imperial Household on
the occasion of the celebration of
the 2588th anniversary of the
founding of the Japanese Empire.

Many Candicﬂl—tes
For Electiog

Spesial to the Japanese American News
TOKYO, February 11—The en-
tire country is literally humming
with activity in view of the near-
ing of the general elections which
are to be held on February 20,
The gratest difficult encounterd
s0 far is the large number of ap-
plicants for candidacies. In Ka-
goshima, for instance, 37 persons
have applied for registration where
but 12 can be accommodated. In
Osaka 63 politicians are seeking to
obtain candidacies, where but 21
offices are open. The same condi-
tion exists throughout the country.

|Steamer Aground
Off Yokosuka

Special to the Japanese American News
TOKYO, Feb. 11—The British
}steamer Silver Guave, bound from
San Francisco to Kobe via Yoko-
|hama, was on the rocks off the

; A rescue crew was detailed from
‘the naval station and saved the
crew. The Silver Guave sailed
‘lrom San Francisco on January 21.

|
!Empress, out of which grew the
| Peeresses School and the Tokyo
Nomen's Normal School.

Dr. Griffis saw the ancient feudal
system in full command of the
empire and he saw the first tele-
graph and the first railroad com-
pleted from Yokohama to Tokyo.
In 1874, after four years’ service to
the empire, he returned to the
United States and encountered his
first sleeping car on his trip east-
ward across the continent.
| Since 1874 he had been active in
| promoting friendship between the
| United States and Japan and in
interpreting latter nation to his
fellow-countrymen.  He traveled
much in the East and in Furope,
seeking historical matter and folk-
lore in the one region and infor-
| mation in the latter which would

throw light upon the Colonial and |

| Revolutionary history of his own
country.

Frugality Of
Ruler Evokes

| . .
I Admiration

TOKYO—“His Majesty the
the Emperor is setting an ex-
ample of simple living and fru-
gality which should be followed
by all his loyal subjects,” said
Premier Baron Tanaka, who was
deeply impressed by this trait
of the Emperor's character on
the occasion of the year-end
party given for ex-Premiers,
Cabinet Ministers, and other
high officials, at the Imperial
Palace recently.

“His Majesty carries a nickel
watch,” continued the Premier,
that probably cost about 12 or
13 yen. His wrist watch is also
a simple nickel instrument one
costing about 12 yen.

Spring Is Here!
Youth Shows It

OAKLAND—Seems like spring
is nearing Oakland too, judging
from the action of the younger
people about the city. Some are
even reported to have been chas-

ing butterflies up and down Eight
street.

'TENOR WILL

SING NEW
SONGS HERE

Fujiwara Announces
S. F. Recital
Program

Having concluded his successful
appearance in recital at Oakland
Thursday night before an audi-
ence of approximately 1500, Yosie
Fujiwara will sing Monday night
for the benefit of his San Fran-
cisco fans at the local Scottish
Rite Auditorium. The recital will
begin at 8 o'clock.

The Japanese lyric tenor will
sing a group of entirely new Ja-
panese songs, together with two
|groups by European compositions.
| Some of the Japanese songs will
include the famous “Hakone Ha-
chiri”, or “The Song of Hakone
Mountain.”

The program is as follows:

1
Ombra Mal Fu ...
Violette - Scarlatti
Panis Angelicus Franck
Song of the Palanquin Bearers.....

— 3.1 )|

George Ochikubo, the Chronicler
of Spring. Evidently George has
been thinking of the picnics that
are sure to come around. Here it
goes:
SPRING

Ah! once more again it has came,

Yes, it has came, spring is came.

The bright sunshine, no more,

can hide from us

While, wind plays o'er the bloom-
ing flowers;

The birds are back, and sing
they mus’

As the wind .nipples o'er the
distilled water.

Morning dews on flowers, set
their beauty—

Whoa! this has gone too far,

and yet youth must its fling and
spring is really here.

But the i of Shaw
| spring and its infl on our Nin
young folks is shown by the fol- a2,
lowing poem of “daffodiles”, Or | Aqi Tort (Blue bird) ... Yamada
whatever you wish to call it, by |Suteta Negl (Song of Onion)... ”

Karasu no Ban (Crow and

Bparrow)
Higganbana .
Awatedokoya (Excited barber)

3.
The Old Refrain
The Home Song
Cradle Song—1915

NAKAMURA
SCORES OVER
OTIS KELLEY

JAPANESE BOXER TRIUMPHS
BY TECHNICAL
KNOCKOUT

Kato Nakamura, Japanese fea-
therweight, won another bout,
stopping Otis Kelly in the second
round at the Golden Gate Arena
last Friday night.

Early in the first round Kelly
knocked down Nakamura, but was
completely outclassed from then
on by the Japanese.

In the main event Mike O'Dowd
of Columbus, Ohio, knocked out
Frankie Klick, local featherweight.

Stars & Shadowland

WARFIELD

Affable Richard Dix returns to
comedy in “Sporting Goods.” Dix
is a traveling golf suit salesman,
mistaken for millionaire, plunged
into all kinds of difficulties, and
is forced to make good in order to
win a rich girl.

Rube Wolf with His flock of
beauties and funny as ever—hey,
hey he's still at it.

GRANADA

At last we have the most talked
about subject on the screen—
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”. Gen-
tlemen, paupers, bankers, begger-
man and thief—do they prefer
blondes too? Ruth Taylor, Alice
White and Ford Sterling compose

the cast. Owen Sweeten and his
orchestra, that's some combina-
tion.

CALIFORNIA
The haunting loveliness of an
old song—the fragrance of a ro-

.. Puccini

4.
Hiruno Yume (Day Dream) ...
Yamada
Chidori “(Plover) .. ... Konoye
Hakone Hachiri (Song of Hakone

Mountain).
Habuno Minato (The Port of
Habu) . . Nakayama
Kokoo Osamete (Song of
Whaler)

Nakayama.

rare one.

g i mance sweeter than its native
Lamenta di Fedagic Edelwelss, That is the story of
oot Cilea Prince.”
Tra vol, belle, brune ) “Manon Ramon Navarro and Norma
Donna non vidimai) Lescaut” ..

Shearer takes you back to student
days—those carefree days—and
days of love.

ST. FRANCIS
“Gaucho” is still thrilling the
crowd with his daring exploits.
This is the best of Fairbanks' pic-
tures, and to miss it would incur
the curse of Gaucho. The girl is
Lupe Velez, a new finding and a

{CAT TALES

syndieste) 930

GRIFFIS
DIES IN
FLORIDA

Educator Was Noted
Historian Of
Japan

NEW YORK, Feb. 11—William
Elliott Grifis, D. D., former min-
ister, noted lecturer, educator,
writer and historian, who intro-
duced the American public school
system in Japan, died in Winter
Park, Flo, of a heart attack, last
Monday.

Dr. Grifis had just returned
from an eight months’ tour of
Japan. He was in his eighty-fifth
year.

Dr. Grifis was born in Philadel-
phia September 17, 1843.

At the close of the Civil War,
in which he participated, he de-
cided to complete his education
and worked as a journeyman jew-
eler while attending Rutgers Col-
lege, New Brunswick, N. J, from
which he was graduated in 1869.
He then studied for the ministry
one year, when, in 1870, he was
selected by the Japanese Govern-
ment to organize its schools along
American lines, and he went to
Fukui, where he passed one year
in his school work, and then was
sent to the Province of Echizen,
where he was made Superintend-
ent of Schools. In 1872 he was
made professor of physics in the
Imperial University, Tokyo, and
held that post until 1874, when he
decided to return to the United
States. It is said he was the only
white man who saw the feudal

CO-EDS IN
NOVEL LEAP
YEAR HOP

SWEETER THAN NARCISSUS, |
SAY HOSHI-NO-
HANA GIRLS

1IN

- TOUR

OF CONSUL

|Consul General Ida

To Visit Four
States

BERKELEY—Berkeley Hall, the
Hoshi-no-Hana Girls'’ Club—you'-
re right from the first crack, y
it’s the much waited Leap Year
Dance and Social party of Feb-
ruary 25.

“Please, please, ladies and gen-
tlemen, please be patient. There's
only two more weeks before the
hop—the *“dance of the leaping
year,” declared the members of the |
Hoshi-no-Hana Club, who are ’

| prominent
nese were in
General Ida i
latter pa
tended

Cansul

more than eager to make the af-
fair sweeter than Narcissus.
Miss Miye Kasai, president of
the soclety, assures the guests with
& “cross my heart to die” vow, that
the coming dance will have lots
and lots of surprises in store and
with all the latest hits that Don | PeoPle here, ;
Smith’s orchestra can offer, there | 0¢2! Cous
can be nothing else but a ripping | erTitory e
good time, | proposed tour 1s expe
| some time.
{ "My aim is to cover

Trojan 'Tossers | territory
May Inpade = |Goe
Japan, Korea'

out on the tour ver
cause the official

entative of
ment in th
of this cou

the

sdiction the
ctod to take

of starting
1, but be-

ion has not

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 10—(U.p) Vet this office from the
With a promise of & trip to Japan, | home gove ni I am unable to
Korea and Hawali, during the |Sct the dc te as yet. How-
coming summer months in view, | €Ver, I ax ceive the
more than 60 athletes, including | Permit ri end of this
11 last year's lettermen, have re- "xl\oh{l:. when I expect to set out
ported for spring baseball practice | O the tour.
at the University of Southern Ca- I A territory covers Califor-
lifornia. Coach “Wahoo" Sam |Dia, Ulah, Neva
Crawford is looking forward to a | Will be unable t

trip to the Orient. in one trip. My

system in full at a dai-
mio's capital. For his work the
Japanese Mikado decorated him
with the Order of the Rising Sun.

Arriving in America Dr. Griffis
entered Union Theological Semi-
nary and was graduated in 1877
and that year became pastor of
the First Reformed Church of
Schenectady, the pulpit of which
he filled until 1886,

He made eleven tours of Europe
and made nine preaching tours in
Great Britain, as well as scores of

tours of the United States and
;Canada. He revisited Japan many
|times and while in the Orient

it my Ic
y le of time
a tour of
in the

raining -t
devoted to Sou
the t
state.”
“In the ay

The list of returning men s |
headed by Capt. Coney Galindo |
and includes Karl Kreiger, Floyd
Welch and Larry Dihel, outfield-
ers; Webster Gibson, catcher; Fred
Manlove and Bud Gorman, first
base men; Ed. Gabellero, third
sacker and Ted Sahlberg and Dick |
Schultz, pitchers.

My
ermn

Nortk:

Fresno Taiikus To
Play Policemen |
to get un-

ion by frank con-
both Japanese and

FRESNO, Feb. 8—The local Tai-
iku baseball squad will play the
this Sunday,

By Pusey’

B

Fresno

February 12, at the Fireme
Park. The game will start at
pm., and there will be no admis
sion charged.

n people of each locality.”

\Florin Girls

' | pite his advanced age he retained
| unusual strength and health and

Elect Officers

toured China, Korea and other |

FLORIN, Feb.

countries. His last tour began last ‘ “ 7—The - annual
July visiting points in Japan in fmeeting of ' the Florin Bukkyo
which he began his career. Des t the Bud-

New

his death was unexpected.

Among Dr. Griffis’s best known
books on Asia are “The Mikado's
Empire,” “The Japanese Fairy
‘World,” “Asiatic History,” “China,

T'anihara; Rec
Hirakawa; Corr.
A. M. Fujiwara; Treas-

| Secretar:

Korea and Japan,” “Korea, the | urer, R.S. N Assistant Trea-
Hermit Nation,” “Korea, Without | surer, M. Y ; Literary, A.
and Within,” “Matthew Calbraith s rak tie, B. H. Fu-
Perry,” “Japan in History, Folk- | Social, U, Yasukawa;

lore and Art,” “The Religions of A. H. Miyosk
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; Yell Leader, \/
American Envoy to Japan.”
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