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EDITORIAL

FUTURE OF ASAHI TEAM
HE interest of Japanese baseball
fans is now centered in San Jose.

T At a glance this seems inexplica-
ble, for Asahi lost last Sunday from
Yamato, a team that ranked below
Fresno in the Japanese League. Some
time ago Asahi won from Alameda, the
lowest standing team in the league, only
after a bitter struggle, in which the de-
ciding play took place in the last in-
ning.  Thus, practically speaking, San
Jose is a third-rank team, with Fresno
as the champion, Sacramento and
Stockton tie for second place, and Ala-
meda on the tail-end.  This much is
obvious; yet there are certain funda-
mental changes going on in Asahi’s
tactics that will inevitably destroy .the
existing balance of powers.

An analysis of the history of Asahi
team will reveal that the membership
of San Jose’s nine had always included
several pivot players from outside dis-
tricts. In other words, Asahi team was
never at any time composed entirely
San Jose’s own native sons. This situ-
ation resulted in the disruption of the
team whenever any of these “outside”
players sojourning in San Jose left
for home. Koba, Sera, Towata, and
Araki are some of the notable exam-
ples, for every one of them were veter-.
ans. These periodic disruptions were
particularly acute because the inclusion
of the outside players had always neces-
sitated the exclusion of some of the na-
tive sons in major games; thu$§ these

Changes Made in Japan's Foreign
Department

N. Saito was appointed to replace
S. Saburi, head of the Bureau of Com-
merce of the Foreign Department. The
latter was appointed to head the Treaty
Bureau. S. Aoki was apppointed
Minister to Mexico, and S. Furuya
Minister to Argentina, owing to the
resignation of Minister Moroi.

SRS VAo, SN,

Densaburo Hoshino Added
to Stockton Gakuen
Faculty

In accordance with request of the
Stockton Nippon Gakuen, Hoshino
Densaburo, principal of the Hawaii
Nippon Gakuen, left his position to be-
come a member of the Stockton Gaku-
en faculty. Hoshino “Sensei” arrived
in stockton Saturday, July 3, on the
5:40 p. m. Santa Fe train, and a good
delegation of welcome party greeted
his arrival.

vacancy.

The old system not only clogged up
efficiency in the long run but it also
hurt the local pride. Local Japanese
citizens would invariably be stumped
when asked by a visitor, “Isn’t there
enough good players at home to make
up your team? If your Asahi team is
a non-professional nine} why is it neces-
sary to borrow outsiders, sometimes
even from Isleton, just to win your
games? Why don’t you give your own
home-town boys a chance?”

The leaders of Asahi nine are com-
ing to realize this past mistake. Thus,
.with the exception of one player, the
reorganized Asahi nine is composed of
natives of San Jose and its vicinity. For
this reason Asahi now RNas substan-
tial grounds for expecting notable re-
sults in the future in regaining her for-

STOCKTON YAMATOS VANQUISH SAN JOSE ASAHI

Monster Crowd Packs New

Gtands;and; Aahi Seconds

Trounce Palo Alto, 6 to 4

Notables "onduct Gournd-Opening Ceremony
for New Asahi Diamond

Airplane Stunts Thrill Fans;
Band Gives Music

A monster crowd packed the grand-
stand of the new San Jose Asahi base-
ball grounds to its capacity Sunday,
July 4, when the Stockton Yamatos de-
feated the San Jose Asahi Giants to the
tune of 8 to 5 in the grand ground-
opening game, while the Asahi second
team neatly trounced the Palo Alto
team by the score of 6 to 4 as a pre-
liminary to the main duel.  Airplane
stunts, band music, and the ground-
opening exercises completed the glori-
ous Fourth-of-July celebration at the
Jose’s newest and California’s best Jap-
San Jose’s newest and California’s best
Japanese baseball park, which was built
by the combined efforts of the local
Asahi supporters.

Notables Open Game

After thrilling stunts by an airplane
that flew over the grounds especially
for the benefit of the Japanese fans, the
ground-opening ceremony started at
noon, with San Jose’s Justice of the
Police Court Percy O’connor as pitch-
er, Chief of Police Black as catcher,
and Chief Recorder Dan Flannery at
the bat. A representative of the Jap-
anese consulate was to participate in
this ceremony, but he was unable to
attend. The band rendered the spirit-
raising music, and the game to open
the $8,000 baseball park started amid
cheers fom a throng of fifteen hundred
spectators composed mostly of Japan-

Yamato's Qkino, Okada Smash 3-Base Hits
Mirikitani Knocks 2-Bagger

Handa Stars in Preliminary; Ura
Smashes 3-Bagger

The evenly matched teams of Palo
Alto and Asahi’s second came to blows
as a preliminary event and San Jose’s
foe was neatly trounced by 4-6 score.
Handa, Asahi’s formidable Babe Ruth,
was the hero of the occasion, for his
unfailing hits at the critical moments
saved the day for the prune-pickers.
Miyamoto pitcher a good game for
Paly, and Kobayashi caught for him.
Toshi Santo, the pride of “Shimane-
Ken” fans, pitched a steady game.
Mike Yamada, Asahi’s former first
team catcher, guarded the home plate
for San Jose. The sensation of the
game was John Ura’s three-bagger and
Tanase’s two-base hit.

Yamatos Trounce Asahi

The main game started immediate-
ly after the memorial photograph was
taken, and the “Potato Kings” from
Stockton smashed their way to victory
over the Prune Giants of San Jose by
the score of 8 to 5. Asahis played an
admirable game despite the defeat, and
Nishida only allowed 7 hits to Nushi-
da’s 9. Henry Kiyomura, Mountain
View’s favorite son, caught skillfully
for Nishida; and critics consider him
a promissing material for a first-rate
star.  Nushida pitched a steady game
for Yamatos, and Ito guarded the home
plate.  Okino’s and Okada’s three-base
hits caused a wave of admiration, while
Mirikitani smashed a neat double-plate
hit.

SEATTLE TENOR ROYALLY
ACCLAIMED IN JAPAN

American-Born Songster Tours Through
Japan's Big Cities; Wife Is
Hawaiian Born

Seijiro Tatsumi, a native of Seattle,
is meeting with much enthusiastic com-
ments in Japan, where he is on tour a
through the principal cities, ‘exhibiting
his vocal arts before Japanese audience.
Tatsumi is a tenor and is regarded by
critics as possessing a promising pos-
ibility for his future.

Mr. Tatsumi was recently married
to Shizuko Yamamoto. The wife was
born in Hawaii; and after graduating
from the school there, she came to the
mainland and studied music
New England School of Music
ton.  An “utsukushii_ romance” sprung
up last April between Miss Shizuko
Yamamoto and Seijiro Tatsumi, with
the result that the couple was married,
and the newly weds left for Japan on
June 2. The bride is the daughter of
K. Yamamoto, president of the Japan-
ese Association of Honolulu, and she
plays the accompaniment for her hus-
band.

. STUDENT WRESTLERS
' ON WAY FROM
JAPAN

A group of student wrestlers from
colleges and universities throughout
Japan are on their to San Francisco]
on the N. Y. K. liner, Korea Maru.
According to schedule, they will arrive
in this city July 9, and they will im-
mediately proceed to Los Angeles to
| complete in the wrestling matches to
be staged from July 23 to 25

The boys are said to be training
intensely on board the ship in order
to attempt to grab another wrestling

victory.  Last year the trophies were
carried away by Japan at San
Francisco. 5

‘Stockton Gakuen Conducts
Summer School

The summer school of the Nippon
Gakuen, of the Stockton Buddhist
Church commenced its summer school
session on July 7 and will continue the
session for three weeks.
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