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BALTIMORE

It was beer that made Milwaukee
famous, and Baltimore has its H. L
Mencken. ‘At least he used to live
there, so that the quaint old colonial
city on Chesapeake Bay shines with
a vicarious glory in every Sunday sup-
plement nowadays, to say nothing of
the American Mercury. Once in a
while this self-styled “Sage of Balti-
more” even elbows his way to the front
page, as he succeeded in doing this
morning. We have little stomach for
Mencken, chiefly because we prefer
taste to vulgarity, and the rapier of
wit to the bludgeon of crude abuse, We
think him immensely over-rated, es-
pecially by those young “intelligentsia”
whose incessant eruptions of sycophan-
tic praise amount to a veritable rash—
Menckenitis. Nevertheless, when all
is said, Mencken and his followers are
alive. Life is the first essential of pro-
gress, literary or otherwise, and stag-
nation_on the other hand means death.
Under the anaemic leadership of such
prosy old quill-drivers as Dr. Hamil-
ton Wright Perhaps, American litera-
ture was hpaded straight for desicca-
tion and Jcath—-whcn the Mencken
volcano suddénly lit up the horizon in
Baltimore. It glows with a lurid light,
tis true, but that is far better than no
light at all. We therefore hail the
present turbulence and turgidity of the
literary pond—to change ‘the figure—
not for what it is in itself, but for what

CABLE DISPATCHES FROM TOKYO

Special to The Japanese American News
O |

Naval Aviation Expansion:

April 5—~The Naval Ministry has
planned naval aviation expansion by
increasing the aviation force to 28
squadrons with 8 airplanes to each
squadron.  The present air force is
1214 squadrons,

Bokuretsu and Wife Get Life Sentence:

April 5—The government has an-
nounced that the sentence of Bokuretsu
and his wife Kaneko Fumi the Korean
would-be assassins, have been changed
from death penalty to life penal servi-
tude by Imperial clamency.

Former Chosen Emperor III:

April 5—The former emperor of
Korea, Rio Denka, has been reported
critically ill.

FRESNO CERISTIAN CONFERENCE

Contributed

The Fresno Sectional Conference,
which is one of the four component
groups in the Japanese Young People’s
Christian Conference of Northern Cal-
ifornia, will meet at Fresno on April
17 and 18. The conference will be
sponsored by the Epworth League and
Christian Endeavor Society of Fresno.
The following were appointed to make
arrangements for the coming event.

Misses Kimi Goto, Etsu Kawata,
Lily Ota, Lillian Tomita, Pauline Ma-
suda, Messrs. Karl Nagata, Sakaguchi,
Furuya.

The conference will include repre-
sentatives from Bakersfield, Handford,
Dinuba, Livingston, Turlock, Fresno,
and its vicinity.

sparkling water to run through the race

C. L T. EXHIBIT DAY

By Tomizo Suzuki

The annual Exhibit Day of the Cal-
ifornia Institute of Technology will be
held on Friday, April 16, from 1 to 5
p. mu and 7 to 10 p. m., and on Satur-
day, April 17, from 10 am. to 5 p. m.
Up-to-date equipment and extraordi-
narily unique experiments will be
shown by the various departments of
the Institute, including the Physics De-
partment, the Chemistry Department,
the Geology Department, the Civil En-
gineering Department, the Electrical
Engineering Department, the Mecha-
nical  Engineering Department, the
Aeronautics Department, the Military
Department, and the Mathematics De-
partment,

Altho the spectator may not clear-
ly understand the complicated equip-
ment and various processes in experi-
ments, he will nevertheless be able to
obtain a bird’s-eye-view of the most
advanced accomplishments in science
and engineering. He will be astonished
to see” the lightning produced in a
1,000,000-volt laboratory, and will be
delighted to taste delicious synthetic
punch.

I cannot enumerate what will take
place on the Exhibit Day, but it will
be a very beneficial thing to visit the
world-famed Institute. This is es-
pecially true for the fair sex, for this
the only occasion when the females can
invade the Tech Campus openly.

An added feature this year will be
the exhibition in the aerodynamics
laboratory. Professor Merrill’s tail-
less aeroplane will be brought from
Santa Monica for the occasion. There
will be considerable equipment from
the Griffith Park field of the 115th Ob-
servation Squadron, including a dis-
sected Liberty motor, propellers, para-
chutes and other accessories.

On Friday afternoon a battalion
parade and review will be given in
Tournament Park for the benefit of the
visitors.

A HIGHLY VALUED LETTER

Pendleton, Oregon
April 1, 1926
The Editor
The Japanese American News
San Francisco, Cal.
Dear Sir:

I wish to express my sincere appre-
ciation of the enlargement of the Eng-
lish section of your newspaper. Be-
fore the English section appeared at
all, the Japanese American News was
my parents’ newspaper and not mine,
for the meager knowledge I have of
the Japanese language prevented my'
having anything to do with it. Its ap-
pearance, however aroused my interest
and increased it to the extent that I
had anticipated its enlargement long
before it was effected.

This enlargement is especially sig-
nificant to me, who have never had the
opportunity of making friends and
mingling with the other young Ameri-
canized Japanese, It is natural, then,
that your English section should be the
only means by which I am connected
with their activities. Not only does
it connect me with the young people;
it encourages me to form a character
worth while; it brings home to me the
fact that I am not alone—that I, too,
must co-operate in fulfilling the duties
of the younger generation of Japanese
in America.

In studying the Japanese language as
I am doing every night, I have found
that the section in your newspaper en-
titled “Kodomo-no Page” serves as an
excellent supplement to my “toku-hon.”

No doubt there are many other
young readers of your newspaper, who,
like me, are living where circumstances
have isolated them from the rest of the
Japanese, and who will sympathize
with me in appreciating the enlarge-
ment of the section devoted to our
welfare.

Very truly yours,
Helen Hoshino.

The Young Men's Federation Of
Southern California

Contributed

. The Young Men's Federation of
Southern California has a short history
but its accomplishments the past few
years have been noteworthy and de-
serving of praise, so let me write a few
lines regarding its brganization, func-
tion, and purpose, and its important
relation to the Second-Generation.

Federation Organized in 1920:

This Federation was organized in
1920 by some enthusiastic leaders, for
the purpose of bringing together the
young men’s associations of various
localities so as to form a collective and
centralized board, in ordey to carry out
on a larger scale constructive work for
the young men of Southern California.
It is impossible for me to enumerate
all the works accomplished here, so I
will mention only the outstanding ones.
Kengaku-dan scholarships have been
awarded to College students, forensic
contests have been held on various oc-
casions, Young Men’s Week has been
observed.

The Young Men’s Federation of
Southern California is at presnt com-
posed of prominent members of the
First-Generation in Southern Califor-
nia.  Some of them are, Mr. Toyama,
Suzuki, D. Nakamura, Yasaki, Kimoto,
Dr. Ito, C. Kondo, T. Hori. All of
these men are taking great interest in
the Second-Generation problems.

Co-operation Necessary:

Conditions have changed since the
Federation was first organized. The
members have changed, and the pro-
blems involved have greatly changed
also.  The old “Young Men’s Associa-
tions” of various localities have
changed into clubs of the Second-Gen-
eration. The Second-Generation have
become leaders of young men of their
own group, but there seems to be no

Alumni Contest Open to
High School Organizations

All Japanese hizh school organiza-
tions in California are invited to parti-

cipate in the fifth annual Alumni Con-
sent

test.  Applications must be as
soon as possible to Mr. K. ” i,
Jr., 444 Sansome Street, San Francisco.
We are printing the following letter
sent by the Association to organiza-
tions whose addresses were available:

Dear Friends

The Japanese Alumni Association
takes pleasure in announcing the fifth
annual oratorical contest on Saturday
evening May 1, 1926 at San Francisco,
California, upon the subject, “THE
FUTURE POSSIBILITIES OF CAL-
IFORNIA’S TRADE WITH THE
ORIENT.”

Your organization is invited to send
one representative to participate in this
annual event.

The increasing interest and grow-
ing popularity ‘of this contest makes it
necessary for us to request your prompt
reply in order that we may make ar-
rangements to insure the success of
this undertaking. All we need at this
time is your formal acceptance of the
invitation; the name of the speaker to
follow at a later date. Further details
will be sent from time to time.

Very respectiully yours,
K. Togasaki Jr.
Committee Chairman.

to realize that some collective, con-
structive program is needed in our fu-
ture work. At present it is impossible
for us to do any large constructive
work without the help of the First-
Generation. Fortunately we now have
with us the Young Men.’s Federation
of Southern California. They are will-
ing to do anything for us, so why not
take this opportunity for our mutual
benefit? Let us send our delegates to
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