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Japan

The Man of the Hour: Wakatsuki!
The whole world is watching him. At
present we might call him Mr. X, or the
man of unknown qualities.  Premier
Kato was thoroughly well known to
the rest of the world when he took up
the mace of authority in Japan, and
that makes the mystery of his successor
all the deeper by contrast. And Pre-
mier Kato left a very large pair of
shoes behind him, for in the judgment
of the Globetrotter he was the ablest
Japanese premier since Ito. Can Waka-
tsuki fill Kato's shoes?  All the little
rumors that drift across the Pacific
seem favorable, but they are rumors,
and they are very little.  Japan needs
a strong and wise man to carry for-
ward the amazingly wise policies of her
dead Premier. As they say down in
Dixie, “Mr. Wakatsuki, we wish you
mighty. well "

We can’t thing of Japan at this sea-
son, when the plum is blossoming even
in San Francisco, without envying the
Kengaku-Dan party, who will see the
annual miracle of the Japanese cherry-
blossoms. -~ And we would envy them
the hearty welcome they are sure to
receive and the unusual facilities they
will enjoy in seeing the choicest of
“things Japanese” except that no visit-
ors deserve to be more honored than
they do. Just a group of young peo-
ple, yes; but that is exactly the point.
Their future is ahead of them instead
of behind them, as the Irishman said,
and it is going to be spent in America.
All good wishes to these future bridge-
builders!

-
“How happy I am! Homesick al-
ready! Gee! I am thinking of the

speeches T will have to make in To-
kyo!”—these are some of the impres-
sions contained in the Kengaku-Dan
diary in describing the impressions of
their first day at sea.
Good bye! ’Frisco

Writes Yone Yamada

March 2, on board Korea Maru:

“Do my eyes deceive me? No, we
are truly leaving for Japan! Good bye,
San Francisco! and good bye, Uncle
Sam!

“As the Korea Maru slowly pulled
out of the harbor, the streamers which
we had thrown to our friends and rela-
tives began to snap in two, one after
the other, leaving an end in the hands of
our beloved friends, while the other end
remained in our tightly clasped hands.

“That feeling of thrill and excite-
ment in getting on a ship to sail for
Japan was at last granted to me, but as
we bade our friends good bye and wild-
ly waved our handkerchiefs to the dis-
persing crowd on the wharf, a queer
feeling which is almost inexplicable—
a sudden feeling of happiness; then the
next moment, sadness—would enter
my heart, to think that we would have
to be separated from our friends and
relatives by that deep and dark blue
ocean.  Yet again I felt that such
thoughts were to be put aside, for our
first step was to fulfill our duty in pre-
paring ourselves for the message we
are to carry to Japan, the land of our
mothers and fathers and our ancestors.
Leaves the Golden Gate Behind

“On and on we sailed, till we final-
ly passed through the Golden Gate.
After watching it gradually disappear,
together with the mist that dimmed
the horizon, we presently lost all sight
of land. There was nothing but
water—"“water, water, e\'(‘rywhcrc and

_my mind.

not a drop to drink!” What a strange

THE THRILL OF FIRST DAY AT SEA

Kengaku-Dan Descrihes First Impression

feeling to be surrounded by water!
I can imagine the feeling that Colum-
bus must have experienced when he
started on his memorable journey to
prove the world is round without any
previous experience or proven know-
ledge to guide him.”

Wae Glad and Sad at the Same Time
Writes Yaeko Tsuda
March 2, Cabin 106, Korea Maru:
“As the Korea Maru left the dock,
where many many people stood bidding
us good-bye, and as I looked at San
Francisco’s skyscrapers fast, dimming

in the distance, my heart was throb-’

bing with excitement and joy, but also
there were tears in my eyes. I was glad
and sad at the same time—glad to go
to Japan, the land of our forefathers,
but sad to leave America and my
friends.

“I am looking forward to the time
when I step forth on the Japanese soil
at Yokohama. T wonder how I would
feel?  Would 1 feel as if I landed in
a foreign country, or will T feel as if
I am home among my own people?
This is the question which is always in
I am glad it is going to be
solved soon.”

JAPANESE T0 JOIN ¥
CONFERENCE

Members of the Japanese Y. M. C.
A. of San Francisco will send a strong
delegation to the annual older boys{
conference to be called at the Ingleside
Community Church, Ocean and Gra-
nada avenues, by the Main “Y” of this
city next Sunday afternogn and even-
ing.

Several hundred boys are expected
to join in the discussions with men who
have attained promingence in their res-
pective fields. Mr. A, J. Cloud, chief

CABLE DISPATCHES FROM TOKY0

Special to The Japanese American News

CRUISER ORDERED TO TAKU:

The cruiser Hirado has been order-
ed from Port Arthur to Taku. The
government is considerably worried,
especially in view of the fact that the
opposion in the Imperial Diet has at-
tacked the administration for its alleg-
ed laxness in dealing with “the Taku
incident.”  Baron Shidehara replied
in defense of the government that
friendship with China will be main-
tained as long as possible.

TAKARABE FAVORS
PUNISHMENT:

Minister Takarabe of the Navy is
understood to advocate a demand that
China punish the officers responsible
for the recent attack upon Japanese
destroyers. He also is said to be in
favor of establishing a neutral zone at
the mouth of the Pei river and de-
molishing the Taku fortifications,

SEIYU-KAI HEAD ILL:

Former Minister of Agriculture and
Forestry Kunisuke Okazaki, generally
recognized as the brain of the Seiyu-
Kai, has suddenly taken pneumonia
complications, and his condition is re-
ported serious.  Okazaki has been ill
for some time past. He is from the
Wakayama prefecture and has achiev-
ed his advancement from a Humbje
lorigin to his present high position as
the leader of his party by sheer ability.

MCVEAGH CONFERS WITH
SHIDEHARA:
The American ambassador to Japan,
Child McVeagh, has conferred with the
Foreign Minister Shidehara concerning
the recent Taku incident, and some ar-
rangement will be made to meet the
present critical situation over the affair,

deputy school superintendent, will pre-
side over the afternoon session, and
Francis Y. Keesling will act as toast-
master for the supper the same evening.

Bear Nine to Play
. in Japan

The Bear “varsity nine” of the Uni-
versity of California will go on a base-
ball tour through Japan at the invita-
tion of the Keio University. The U.
C. aggregation will start either during
the later part of May or the first part
of June.

The plan at the present time is to
have the Bears play a series of games
in Hawaii on their way to the Orient.
Negotiations have been completed with
the University of Hawaii and other in-
stitutions there,

Matsuro Naoki, manager of athlet-
ics of the Keio University, sent the in-
vitation to the University of California.

I NS
Chinese Victory

TheBlazing Arrow 120-1b. cagers
went down to defeat before the fast
San Francisco Chinese quintet, last
Sunday afternoon, March 14, at the
French pavilon. The final score stood
19 to 17. The Chinese Commerce
Club played a fast, strong game, taking
advantage of their height. Inability
to get into their usual stride and pace
in pass-work lost the hard-fought game
for the Blazing Arrow Club,

This is the second defeat sustained
by the B. A. 120’s at the hands of a
Chinese team this season.

This evening, Friday, the Blazing
Arrow 120’s will clash with the strong
grizzly 120's, at the Berkeley Willard
Gymnasium, at seven o'clock. Admis-
sion, 25 cents.

I P
Personal-

Dr. George 1ki, one of San Fran-
cisco’s most talented physicians, is
moving to Sacramento, to practise his
profession there. He expects to leave
San Francisco this month,  Mrs, Iki
will join him later.

}Blazing Arrow
1 U.C.in
Second Game

The second game of the two-out-
of-three Japanese State Championship
series will be played at the Willard
Gymnasium, Berkeley, between the
Blazing Arrow squad and the Univer-
sity of California basketball quintet
to-night, Friday. The Blazing
Arrow 120's and the Berkeley Grizzlies
of the same weight will stage the pre-
liminaries, also a state championship
game for that class. The first game
will start at seven o'clock.

Since the big game last Saturday
evening, when the Blazing Arrow boys
met the University cagers in one of the
hardest fought games played this sea-
son, and succeeded in defeating the lat-
ter only after an extra five minutes, the
basketball fans of the Bay region are
this

eagerly awaiting second game.
From an analysis of the last game, the
teams seem “fifty-fifty” in their

strength, and the outcome is conse-
quently doubtful.  Although the uni-
versity play’ers lost the first game, they
will have a fair prospect of winning the
second one, as they will have the ad-
vantage of playing on their home court.

The Blazing Arrows seem to be su-
perior in team-work, while their op-
ponents excel in individual play. The
superiority of the San Francisco play-
ers in tactics and signal work, develop-
ed by Fred Koba to a high degree, is
counterbalanced by the fact that the
Berkeley cagers have reserve of play-
ers of practically equal strength with
the “first liners.” For instance “Spike”
Kushida and “Ken” Iino played an ad-
mirable game, last time, although they
came in after the first half.

The preliminary game next Friday
night between the Grizzlies and the
Blazing Arrow 120’s will likewise be ex-
citing, as both teams have had an un-
precedented series of victories this sea-
son. This will'be the first of a series
of three contests.
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