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FOREWORD

It has occured to the Editor of the Japanese American
to secure a choice number of articles for his publication about
the higher life and progress in Japan by men capable of speak-
ing on that theme. The plan was comceived in the spirit of the
largest friendliness.

The authors of the articles are friends of Japan, but not
more of Japan than of other countries. It might be better to
call them experts or conmoisseurs in their knowledge of Japan
but owing to the especially intimate relations between the two
countries and to special advantages, they were fortunate enough
to possess by visiting and studing Japanese life and institutions.
It will be seen that the writers are eminent educators-and that
they are mainly interested in the wonderful progress that
education has made in recent years. It is not the boastful pro-
gress in material prosperity but growth in character and in
community of spirit with other mations. It is not the Western-
ization of Japan as such but rather Westernization under the
auspices of the Old Japan, the interesting combination of the
two. This is really the problem of every country in the world
today, of America too.

The discussion is primarily intended for the feaders of
the Japanese American, i.. the Japanese in America, but then
also for thoughtful Americans. Therefore, it is very desirable to
fgive them as wide a publicity as possible.

The Editor.

. Dr. David Starr Jordan’s Letter.

Dear Mr. Abiko:

I read not long ago a statement, pur-
porting to come from a leading member of| our
government, that the Pacific Ocean was “fhe
meeting place of two antagonistic civiliza-
tions.” This statement I have denied, for
whatever is antagonistic to any civilization
can not be a civilization itself. Certainly
there is no real antagonism between the old
civilization of Japan and the new civilization,
(originally British, but strengthened from
many sources) of America.

The long isolation of Japan, dating far
back in her feudal system, has brought about
the evolution of manners and customs, different
ways of maintaining the individual and social
traits and functions of a common humanity.
But that Japan learned to do without chairs,
to sleep on the floor ahd to speak one lan-
guage while writing another does not con-
stitute an “antagovistic civilization.” On both
sides ¢ the ocean, ihe realities of ‘humanity
are the same, the same standards of right and
wrong exist (at least among the great major-
ity, all those who have standards at all). The
fundamentals of love, of hope, of reverence, of
duty, remain the same. These differ from ours
in the Twentieth Century, no more than ours
of today differ from those of our owa ances-
tors, a few hundred years /ago. A nation
should not be judged alone by its actual
9c!ueven‘x_ents but by the direction in which
it is moving. The Japan of today, though but
newly aroused from the feudal system, is in
almost all ways fully abreast of the best
civilization in the world outside. Since I
first visited Japan, the great Imperial Univer-

ssites at Kyoto, Fukuoka, Sendai and Sapporo
pavg been established, besides several similar
institutions independent of government con-
trol, and with standards quite as high as the
corresponding institutions in America or
Europe. Meanwhile the work of the lower
schools has been correspondingly enhanced.
The value of mental training is everywhere
recognized. The study in similar ways of thz
same clements of . knowledge is ~drawing
thoughtful people on both sides of the Pacific
more and more closely together. )

In the year 1900, I was asked by a teach-
er’s association in Tokyo, to speak to them
on what Japan has to learn from the educa-
tional experience of the United, States. I
stressed the hampering influence of the Caste
system, the weakness of following too rigidly
traditional lines of thought and action, of
the need for more serious and more thorough

' education of women to fit them for more

intellectual tasks than then seemed to be
open. I also urged attention to physi-al train-
ing, and the abatement of excessive night
study, which results in melancholy and nervous
derangement. A phase of this appeared then in
the form of suicide among students by leaping
off Kegon Falls. The development of baseball
(is now Japan’s national game) among stu-
dents shows a change in this regard. After this
talk, a Stanford graduate, K. Otani (then pro-
fessor in the Tokyo Military School) who had
vigorously translated my words, added: “And
I gave them some licks of my own too!”

Among things in which America can
learn of Japan, one is the unfailing courtesy of
the people. The fine art of personal relations
is better developed in Japan than in any
other country. Japanese students excel most
others in their careful attention to details,
which is the foundation of their notable suc-
cesses in Medicine and Chemistry. Modesty,
sincerity and sobriety are traits of no one
country, but most of our Japanese students
in America are models in these regards. What
both these and all countries need is the further
development of the spirit of science, by which
men become free through their relation to
truth in details as well as in generalities. The
free man in all lands is the one who forms
his own opinions, on his own evidence, not
through tradition nor emotion, but on the
foundations of what he actually finds out and
knows to be true. .

Very truly yours,
(Signed) David Starr Jordan

)

My Impressions of
Japanese Activities in California.
By Robert E. Park.

Dr. Robert E. Park is the head of the Department of
Sociology in Chicago University. He has made an excellent
survey of the negro situation in America. Recently he has made
a survey of the oriental peoples in California and thus qualified
to speak with authority at first hand on this side of the subject.
The following article is based on the result of ¢x£e_n investiga-
tions in Clrilornia ¥ The Editor

Never having been in Japan, my know-
ledge of the country,is confined largely to the
reading of two delightful records, the books of
Lafcadio Hearn and*Robertson Scott’s volume
on the “Foundation of Japan.” 3

My impression, gathered from these
books, is that of a most interesting, most uni-
que people, who as the result of an extremely
fortunate experience have attained not only a
very high stage of ciyilization, but what is
really more important in this modern world,
a very high state of national morale. My more
intimate knowledge of the Japanese has been
gained by the study of certain Jaapanese com-
munities in this country, the most interesting
of which was the little town of Livingston. To
my knowledge there s no other community on
the Coast where there is more mutual confi-
dence on the part of both Americans and
Japanese than here. While ordinarily it takes
some time for immigrant people to adapt them-
selves to American life, the Japanese of Liv-
ingston appear to have adapted themselves
more intelligently than most, so that the re-
sults of their endeavors are really astonishing.

In spite of the difficulties which they
have encountered and in spite of their own
uncertainties concerning the outcome of
their experiment, they have remained cheerful
and confident and have retained their-faith in
human nature and the American people. In
spite of my somewhat extensive acquaintance
with immigrant peoples and communities, I
do not know any other group who have suc-
ceeded so well in facing their situation and in
feeling themselves, into the spirit of American
life. The experiment at Livingston represents
a very real contribution to American life.

I am happy to know that Mr. Abiko
has undertaken to support through his paper
the program of sending to Japan native born
Japanese, from the United States. I am sure
that their visit to Japan will be of value, not
only to themselves but to Japan and the United
States as well.

The native’born Japanese of the United
States are bound by the incident of their birth
to be interpreters. No one else is so well able
to explain the feeling of the Japanese to the
American people, nor the feeling -of the
American people to the Japanese of Japan. To
contain within oneself two cultures instead
of one imposes a somewhat heavy burden, but
it is also a burden of much richness. It involves
in any case a greater liveliness of mind, but it
involves in the case of the native born Japan-
ese also a greater responsibility. The
acquaintance .of the Oriental and Occidental
Dpeoples is as yet in terms of the world’s his-
tory a very brief one, and certainly it is so far
a very partial one. Those who are in a position
to know the cultural history, the sentiments,
and the economic situation of two such nations
as Japan and the United States are in a unique
position to further this as-yet partial under-
standing.

; This being the New Year Season, it
gives'me real pleasure to send my greetings to
all the Japanese people of California, who
showed me so much consideration while I was
on the Pacific Coast and who have been so
helpful in aiding me to get the information
that I wanted in regard to the Japanese in spite
of the fact that they must frequently have been
very dubious about the value of some of the
inquiries which I was making,

My impressions of the Japanese
in Japan.

By George Gleason

. Mr. George Gleason was Secretary of the Young Men's
Christian Asscciation in Osaka for eighteen years. He knows
Japan thoroughly from the religious and international point of

Japanese young people growing up 'in
the United States should not forget that they
may make a unique contribution to the enrich-
ment of American life. The American people
more and more are realizing that the so-called
foreigners in this land have a definite contribu-
tion to make to the future culture of the nation.
May I remind the Japanese young people of
certain characteristics of their forebears which,
if interpreted to America, might not only be
appreciated by the American people, but might
add greatly to the value of our Occidental
civilization.

The celebrated Prince of Mito had cast
for the members of his household a number of

. small brass images of farmers in their working

clothes, which, placed on their food trays while
they ate, reminded them of the toil of those
who provided them with food. This little story
illustrates the gratitude which most city dwell-
ers fail to feel toward those farmers, miners,
and lumbermen whose work has made our
urban comforts possible.

As Mrs. Gleason and my two children

'were one day walking up the hill from the

railroad station to my house near Osaka, a
Japanese gentleman with a large parcel caught
up with them and asked them to stop. He put
his bundle on the ground and took out presents
for each one of the children. He was an entire
stranger .

Coming home from church one Sunday
ten years ago, we rode between stations on the
crowded Tokyo express. As the children got
off the train a Japanese handed my youngest
duaghter a basket of beautiful apples. As I had
to ride on further I spoke to the man and found
that he was a Japanese settler in southern
California and had been home to Okayama for
a visit. The generousity of Japanese people,
sometimes even to strangers, might be made a
great lesson to Americans.

At Dairen during the return of the
troops from the Russo-Japanese War my little
girl, three years old, was out walking with her

(Continued on Page Nineteen.)

YAMATO DAMASHII

By, KENNETH SAUNDERS y

Author’ of “Epochs of Buddhist History” etc.

“Japan,” says Kakuzo Okakura, “is the
museum of Asiatic Civilization. . .. On her
shores every wave of Oriental thought has left
its traces.”* Today the visitor to such peaceful
and lovely places as Nara and Horiuji realizes
how great is her debt not only to India and
to China, but to Korea which so strangely blent
the two civilizations. Is it not largely this which
makes Japan so significant and interesting to-
day? It is not merely, or chiefly, her amazing
progress in industrial civilization; it is that the,
eyes of Asia look to her as one brother looks to
another, younger, stronger and more successful.
She is capable of being the champion”of the
Asiatic peoples and of paying szk in-noble ways
the great debts of the past, just because with
all her brilliant modern achievements she has
clung to her ancient heritage. '

“This it is,”’says Rabindrandth Tagore,“whi-
ch has given heart to the rest of Asia.......that
Japan, the child of the_ ancient East, has alsé
fearlessly claimed all the gifts of this modern age
for herself. . .. Japan is old and new at the same
time.” 2

Japan, like China, has evolved something
unique out of the common background of Asiatic
culture—from the old nature-cults, the moral
teachings of Confucius, the mysticism of Laotze,
the artistic heritage of Buddhism she has de-
veloped her own spiritual heritage, * Yamato
Damashii.

Of this heritage she is grimly and intelligently
tenacious. Let us look, for example, at her amaz-
ing recent history and we shall see that she owes

-everything to her ability to hold fast to it in the

midst of meteoric change. A great nation must
combine stability with mobility, and Japan has
beerf'in this supremely great.

The. two elements in her ancient cuiture to
which ‘Japan has most tenaciously clung are
loyalty to the Emperor, and filial piety. It is'only
by understanding these that we can understand
Japan, and they must be studied in their full
context and in the light of her long history. Take,
for example, the Restoration of 1867, which we
flatter ourselves was due to Commodore Perry
and to Japan’s eager imitation of Western things.
It was, in fact, much more, as it is called a
restoration, a harking-back to ancient things
which had stood the test of time, and which were
rehabilitated in the face of new and pressing
needs as Japan swung into the current of the
modern world. First, was the temporal power
of the Emperor who had for centuries been over-
shadowed by the Shoguns and treated with in-
solence; whatever Japanese historians may say
(and they are apt, like other patriotic writers, to
say a great many things grossly untrue), the
Sun-dynasty had in fact suffered almost total
eclipse. The new Japan took her neglected god
out of his shrine and gave him the center of the
stage, even though it was still largely as-a puppet
that he held his place, and the elder statesmen,
representing the great families of Satsuma and
Choshiu, pulled  the strings. With an equal
naiveté the ancient Shinto religion, which had
only survived by allowing itself to be absorbed |
into Buddhism, was now made the state religion
?nd ancient myths were promuigated as sober
act. as

Prince Shotoku, the Father of Japan.
From a contemporary Korean portrait
rince  Asay

The Constitution which has seemed to so many
a copy of things European, was in fact an adap-
tation of that which had been adopted from China
as far back as the seventh century by the far-
sighted Prince Shotsku. 3

In other words, the restoration was largely a
reaction, and it is this which makes Japan ynique
among great modern nations, for whatever we
may think of all this, the result of it is that Japan
alone amongst the peoples of Asia has evolved
a strong government, and has’succeeded in bridg-
ing the great and dangerous gulf between the
past and the present. It is always true that
a revolution is like an amputation; what is kept
is-more important than what is cut off; and in
Japan this has been particularly true. To under-
stand the spirit in which it has been cone let us
remind ourselves that again and again when there
have been party quarrels and clan wars in Japan
a word from the Emperor has restored order;
that limited as his powers were, the Emperor
Meiji Tenno was a man of remarkable judgment,
and that autocrats as they were and are, the

. Elder Statesmen have shown absolute devotion

to their country and an astonishing vision of her
needs, If the BritisH Empire defends its consti-

(Continued on Page Nineteen.)

1 "The Ideals of the Orient,” ch, I.

l, episod

2 “Nationalism,” pp. 68-69.

SHOTOKU - Japan's
“Father of Civilization”
By James A. B. Scherer.

The author of the following article on Prince Shotoku,
the Father of Japanese civilization, is well qualified by actual
residence and familiarity to give an account of that interesting
litor,

Many times in my youth I visited
Washington City without ever crossing the
river to Mount Vernon. When at last I did go,
only a few years since, my faith in America
was freshened. Our country has its faults,
but they are not the faults of its founders.
The serenity and simplicity of the Father of
his Country are felt at Mount Vernon as an
actual presence, and the visitor comes away
comforted with the faith that Washington’s
spirit somehow Survives. |

Although I spent five years - long
ago - in Japan, it was only last year that I
went to Horyuji, notwithstanding earlier
visits to Nara, a few miles away. As everybody
knows, Nara was Japan’s first permanent
capital, and indeed her first city in any true
sense of the word. But it is not so generally
known that there would have been no Nara
except for Horyuji and for what was achieved
there by Shotoku Taishi. Native historians
such as Rai Sanyo call him the Father of
Civilization.

‘When Prince Shotoku was born, in 572,
A. D, Japanese life was almost as primitive as
Ainu life is today. Up inYezo you see, instead
of houses, thatched hovels, without floors,
chimneys, or windows. You find no native
literature, no agt except the crudest handicraft,
and only the rudest of manners. Agriculture is
almost unknown, for the Ainu make shift to
get on by hunting and fishing. Their religion
is a simple nature-cult, bound up with ances-
tor worship. And all this is a rough snap-shot
of Japanese life when Shotoku Taishi was born.

The first ray of Buddhism, the light of
Asia, had just entered Japan. “The Aryan
Path”, as Gautama himself called his teaching,
was already a thousand years old. In its long
sweep across Asia it had accumulated masses
of those very dogmas against which Guatama
protested. But the main propulsive power of
every successful religion is some great person-
ality, and no amount of superposed foreign
matter could obscure the sweetness and
strength of Gautama’s character or his nfain
tenets of Intelligence, Self-control, and Kind-
ness. Adoring him, Asia had laid all the rich
trophies of its ancient art at his feet, and when
his message finally reached young Japan, it
brought this art with it. Shotoku, becoming
Prince Regent at the early age of twenty,
resolved by means of Buddhism and its art to
enlighten his people. This great dream possess-
ed him, turned him into a superman. From
the mainland of Asia he brought over hosts
of Buddhistic teachers - architects, sculptors,
bronze-founders,  clay-modelers, masons,
gilders, tile-makers, weavers, and painters:
_all those artisan-artists needful to effect his
purpose - and then studied under thém, so
that he might personally direct, down to the
minutest detail, the materialization” of his
dream. S .
Singling out as his site the head of a
charming valley, with massive green mountains
for background, he called into being “storied
pavilion and pagoda, until at last his dream
stood complete before him, the great monastery
temple Horyuji, built in arcades with tower
gatés about an enormous sanded court, and
centred with blue-tiled palaces that rose up the
mountain-slopes terrace behind terrace” - one
of the great temple-palaces of Asia.

This architectural triumph was dedicat-
ed to Guatama the Buddha by his princely dis-
ciple, Shotoku, in 616, A.D.; a millennium to
the year before the year in which Shakespeare
died ; and the touch of one man had inaugurated
an “Elizabethan age” in Japan. There is no-
thing quite like it in history.

In spite of disastrous conflagrations,
three of Shotoku’s wooden structures still
stand - twice as old as the oldest cathedral in
Europe. A distinguished American architect,
Ralph Adams Cram, 'pronouces them “the
most precious architectural monument in all
Aéia. They are the final things; beyond them
is no further possibility.”

Shotoku brought about the erection of
forty-six temples in different parts of his
empire. His devotion led him to become the
first Japanese sculptor, and his genius made
him one of the greatest. At Horyuji one may
still see what may be the tribute of his own
hands to Buddhism, in a heroic figure of
Kwannon; unconventional, vital in every
flowing line, the great benign face illumined
with the most beautiful smile that has ever
been carved upon wood. “It is the face of a
sweet, loving spirit, pathetic and tender,” as
Fenollosa discerns. “The impression of this
figure, as one views it for the first time, is of
intense holiness. No serious, broad-minded
Christian could quite free himself from the
impulse tg bow down before its sweet power-
ful smile,/ With all its primitive coarseness of
detail, as in the feet especially, it dominates the
wholc room like an actual presence. This finely
imaginative work, whose genius we can trace
from the suggestions of preceding models, is
clearly the work of a master mind, one cap-
able of transcending conventions, or rather of
moulding them to express a free spiritual con-
ception. This is why we more than give ear to
the Horyuji tradition that the work came from
the hands of Prince Shotoku himself. His was
certainly a mind capable of conceiving it; and
the varied elements from which he drew sug-
gestions of form - Chinese, Korean, and Japan-
ese - lay ready to his hand.”

Shotoku was a man of multifold talent,
versatile but always distinguished. A magnetic
preacher, throngs filled his temples, and were
converted wholesale to Buddhism by his resist-
less persuasion. A pioneer historian, h¥ gave to
his subjects their first national chronicle, now
unfortunately lost. As statesman and law-
giver he excelled, providing the first written
laws. Some of his precepts seem to echo the
Bible -- “Chastise that which is evil, and en-
courage that which is good!” “Good faith,”
he comments, acutely,“is the foundation of

right. In everything let there be good faith,
for in it there surely consists the good and the
bad, success and failure.”

He knows how to be shrewd, even witty:
- “Let us not be resentful when others differ
from us! All men have hearts, and each heart
has its own leanings. Their right is our wrong,
and our right is their wrong. We are not un-
questionably sages, nor are they unquestion-
ably fools. Both of us are simply ordinary-men.”

Perhaps his pithy definition of states-
manship has never, been bettered: “To turn
away from that which is private and to set one’s
face toward that which is public — this is the
path of a minister!”

Japanese historians scarcely overrate
Shotoku when they call him the father of his
country’s civilizatiop. He left behind him peace
where he had found strife and anarchy, the
light of civilization in the place of the darkness
of semi-barbarism, the knowledge and practice
of art and science where there had been none
before, reyerential' observance of a religion
which was destined to mould the character of
his countrymen for more than a thousand
years.” Ancient chronicles say that when he
died, in the year 621, the farmer ceased from his
plough,and the pounding-woman laid down her
pestle; they all said,“The sun and moon bave
lost their brightness, heaven and earth have
crumbled to ruin - henceforth in whom shall we
trust?” Nobles and commoners alike, the old,
as if they had lost a dear child, the young, as if
they had lost a beloved parent, filled the ways
with the sound of their lamenting.

Apart from his marvelous achievements,
Shotoku Taishi interests a foreign observer
because he shows Japanese character and life
at their best before they came under the spell
of the “Great Change”, or Daika. It was chiefly
this “Great Change” that made Japan so unlike
the Occident and so much like China. The
main difference between the West and the Far
East today is a difference in social units. In
the West the social unit is the individual, in
the East the social unit is the family. In
America a secretary in the President’s cabinet
writes a book on Individualism as the keystone
of the whole social system. In Japan, as in
China, the supreme duty of every individual is
self-abnegation ; consecration to the service of
the “family”, a word having far larger meaning
than with us, Here “family”

7’ méans father and
mother, son and daughter, perhaps grandpar-
ents and grandchildren. There it means all the
relations and their dependents, that-is to say,
the clan. The Japanese nation is not an aggre-
gation of individuals, as ours is, but of families.
The Western nation has been compared to a
pyramid of individual stones; Japan to a
pyramid of pyramids, each of which builds into
a larger one until at last all of these massyd
pyramids form the great completed pyramid,
the nation, with the Imperial family as cap-
stone. Thus the nation becomes the Super-
family, and the Emperor, Father «over all.

In the time of Shotoku this imported sys-
tem had not yet crystallized; a man was still
free to serve some higher obligation than that
of family. This fact is powerfully illustrated in
the case of Shotoku's son, Prince Yamashiro,
who sacrificed himself and his family and his
claim to the Imperial throne for what seemed
to him to be a higher duty. Informed that
ambitious Soga clansmen had decreed the ex-
tirpation of his family, and being urged to raise
an army against them, Yamashiro refused to
plunge his country into the woes of a civil
war.

“I do not wish it to be said by poster-
ity”, he declared,“that, for my sake, one single
soul has mourned the loss of father or mother,
Is it only when one has conquered in battle
that one is to be called a hero? Is he notalso a
hero who has made the country firm at the
expense of his life?”

Withdrawing into one of the temples his

great father had built, where he was soon be-
sieged by the unscrupulous Soga, Yamashiro
committed suicide - an example immediately

followed by all the other members of his house-
hold.

Even this brief study of the first chapter
of Japanese civilization, before it had been
conventionalized by Chinese influences, gives a
most interesting result. It shows that the
young Yamato race, compounded principally of
Tartar and Malaysian elements, was gifted

]

(Continued on Page Nineteen.)
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YAMOTO DAMASHII
By Kenneth Saunders.

(Continued from Page Seventeen.)

tution and methods by the pragmatic test rather
than by logic, this is even more true of Japan;
her strange medley of constitutionalism and au-
tocracy, of the modern and the ancient, of the
logical and the romantic, has been an amazing
success. It has amply vindicated itself; and
Japan’s present greatness is founded upon her
ancient feudal heritage, skillfully blent with mod-
ern institutions.

She stands between East and West, and may
become the interpreter of each to the other.

Central in her heritage is Bushido—the way
of the warrior. To understand her we must study
this code of chivalry.

In an address to his soldiers as they went out
to battle the great Meiji Tenno said, “Be loyal,
courteous, brave, faithful, and simple. These are
the public path of heaven and earth, and the
eternal code of human conduct.” The Emperor
was, in a word, reminding them of the spirit
of old Japan, Yamato-d hii, of which Bushid
is the warp and woof. “Without understanding
feudalism and Bushido,” says Dr. Nitobe, “the
moral ideas of present day Japan are a sealed
volume.”

To understand Bushido is not a simple task:
many elements have entered into it and though
the result may be easily summarized as a code
of loyalty, courage, rectitude, kindliness, etc.,
yet these things have their roots in three or four
great religious developments, ' partly native to
Japan, partly Chinese and Korean, and partly
Indian. Take, for example, the center of the
whole system, the ing belief still solemnly
inculcated in every Jap school, and em-
bodied in the Constitution that the Emperor is
the lineal decendant of the Sun ‘Goddess Ama-
terasu-no-kami.

Dr. Okakura, lecturing in London in 1903,
said: “Governed from time immemorial by the
immediate descendants of the sun-goddess,
‘whose merciful rule early taught us to offer them
our voluntary tribute of devotional love, we have
based our social system on filial piety, that
necessary outcome of ancestor-worship which
presupposes altruism on the one hand, and
on the other loyalty and love of the father-
land.” The sun-goddess, Japanese are sol-
emnly taught to believe, was a daughter of
the original divine pair, Izanagi and Izanami,
and she sent her grandson to Japan with a
mirror, a sword, and a necklace, the insignia
of the royal house, which seem to be symbols of
truth, courage, and mercy, saying, “This land
must be ruled by my descendants: go thou and
reign over it. Thy dynasty shall prosper and
endure while heaven and earth endure.” It i
almost impossible for Americans to realize the
devotion which centers about the Japanese throne,
now occupied by the 123rd lineal descendant of
the first historic Emperor. The Japanese word
for government (Matsurigoto), in fact, means
worship, and unquestioning, even fanatical loy-
alty to the throne is the burning center of Japa-
nese life. We are familiar with such stories as
that of the school-boy who rushed into a burning
school-hiouse to rescue the Emperor’s portrait,
and to protect it from the flames slashed open
his abdomen and hid it within—to be burned to
death himself, but to be hailed as the savior of
the divine image.

Today, when, for the first time, portraits of the
Emperor are allowed to be exhibited, it is only
on condition that the face be covered with tissue
paper, so that the direct gaze may not fall upon
it. The source of this devotion is in the old
Shinto (Kami-no-michi, or “way of the gods”),
and Confucian ethics and Buddhist philosophy

alike have had to make terms with it. The teach-
ings of Confucius coming to Japan in the third
or fourth century A. D. in part fitted naturally
into the life of the Japanese, but in part had to
be remodeled. 'The Chinese have always main-
tained that the Emperor waé a son of Heaven
only so0 long as he fulfilled his divine commission,
and filial piety has the central ethasis. But in
Japan the Emperor was-above criticism, and filial
piety is only a copy of that loyalty which must
ever center in the throne, The Chinese have
had revolutions and changed their dynasty many
times; their word for revolution means change
of commission; but such an idea is unthinkable
to the Japanese, and only recently a professor
has been suspended from the {mperial University
for Republican ideas. All such ideas are known
as “dangerous thoughts,” and indeed Japan is
wise in clinging to the monarchical form of gov-
ernment.

Loyalty to the throne, then, is filial piety
par excellence in Japan; but filial piety in the
more usual sense has also played a very great
part, and the father has been an absolute
tyrant; “there are four terrors—earthquake,
fire, storm, and the tyranny of a father’—says
a Japanese proverb, which suggests that obedi-
ence is npt always unquestioning and\unerit-
ical; yet it still is so for the most part, even in
this day of transition from the patriarchal
stage to modern individualism. And this leads
to another cardinal virtue, perhaps natural to
the Japanese, certainly strengthened by the
teaching of Chinese sages—fortitude. ~“See,”
says the Japanese boy in the play, “These little
birds open their bills and cry for food; but a
Japanese boy must not feel hunger.” Bushido
distinguishes between a higher and a lower
courage: “To rush into the thick of battle and
to be slain is easy enough, and the merest churl
is equal to that part: it is true courage to live
when it is right to live, and to die only when it is
right to die.” As Dr. Nitobe says, “The spir-
‘itual aspect of valor is evidenced by composure
—calm presence of mind. Tranquillity is
courage in repose. It is a statical manifesta-
tion of valor, as daring deeds are a dynamical.
A truly brave man is ever serene; he is never
taken by surprise; nothing ruffles the equa-
nimity of his spirit. In the heat of battle he
remains cool; in the midst of catastrophes he
keeps level his mind. Earthquakes do not
shake him, he laughs at storms. We admire

underworld, and the playmate of little children.
Buddhism, in fact, did much to develop the
gentler side of Japanese life. Coming in at a°
time in her history when she was still largely
barbarlan, it introduced art and all the noble
culture of the Asiatic mainland which had
blossomed about the compassionate figure of
Sakyamuni. Confucius, too, had taught benev-
olence, or altruism, as the very keynote of his
system ; and Laotze, whose mysticism has also
been a potent influence in Japan, taught in
many a paradox that heaven and earth endure
because they do not live for themselves, and
that the True Man preserves his person by
surrendering it, and saves his life by losing it.
Superior virtue is non-assertive and unpre-
tentious.. To be merciful is to return to the
hatural way or order, the Tao of ancient times.

Bushido, then, is a tree with many roots,
and there are on it flowers less lovely than
those we have been examining. The “Samurai”
was like “the gentleman” of Greece or the
noblessé of France, parasitic upon the masses
of his people: and the elder statesmen of the
Satsuma and Chosiu clans are still autocrats,
with much of the feudal spirit.

Though they numbered only 5 per cent of
the population, the Samurai held all the power,
and exacted absolute obedience from the work-
ers. These had no rights and could be cut
down at the caprice of an over-lord. Yet, on
the whole, justice was administered, often
grimly enough, under the great Shoguns, and
feudal codes of honor were maintained. The
strangest example of the working of these
codes is seppuku, or harakiri, on which so much
has been written that we need only remind our-
selves of the enthusiasm throughout Japan when
General Nogi, the hero of Port Arthur, decided
to join his master rather than survive him whom
he had so faithfully served. Another suicide
still more revered in Japan is that of the forty-
seven Faithful, who having avenged their lord,
died by their own hand rather than fall into the
hands of his murderer.
is, then, mixed ; but it is usually one of romantic
and even quixotic honor, and the word suggests
that the underlying idea is the revelation by a
dramatic and fatal stroke of the sword that the
heart, or as ancient psychology called it, the
bowels were clean of reproach. This spirit of
feudalism is not dead in Japan. Today, when

him as truly great, who, in the pres-
ence of danger or death, retains his self-pos-
session; who, for instance, can compose a
poem under impending peril or hum a strain
in the face of death. Such indulgence betray-
ing no tremor in the writing or in the voice,
is taken as an infallible index of a large nature
—of what we call a capacious mind (yoyu),
which, far from being pressed or crowded, has
always room for something more.”

To train the young in this noble courage
the Samurai. family set itself. Children were
sent to keep vigil in graveyards or to leave
their mark upon the corpse of some famous
criminal, and to show fear was the greatest of
all disgraces. Who can forget the story of the
Japanese mother, who during the Russian war
was found weeping, not that her son had been
killed, but that he had not had the honor of
dying for Emperor and fatherland.

Side by side with this “rough virtue”
Bushido puts the gentle virtue of benevolence
and politeness. The strong warrior is only
really strong when he is also gentle: the
cherry-blossom and the rugged crag go well
together. This attractive blending of strength
and tenderness is happily expressed in the
charming figure of Jizo, so familiar in Japan:
he is at once the conqueror of death and the

in fifty years she has made immense strides to-
wards democracy, her national life is still cen-
tered about the throne, and she gratefully re-
membets the great Daimyos who brought order
out of chaos, and in the interests of the nation
gave up the privileges of their own order. If we
have found it puzzling to see the long arm of a
Yamagata or a Saionji suddenly interpose in de-
fiance of all constitutional rights to remove a
premier or overrule a treaty, we must remember
that these elder statesm®n are men who have
made Japan great, that gratitude is a virtue
among the Japanese so strong as at times to be
a vice, and that they command many diverse
interests in big business as well as clan loyalties
which have their roots very deep in modern
Japan. We are taken, in fact, back to filial
piety, and we discover that the collectivism of
feudal times is still strong in Japan though it
is disintegrating. The family, or clan, or village,
is much more a unit than with us; and though
modern influences such as Christianity, with its
emphasis on personality and individual rights,
and modern industry, with its disintegrating
effect on family and village life, are changing,
yet the old order has not passed; may it never
give placg wholly to our gross individualism.

A new class-consciousness is emerging in
Japan, partly, no doubt, to take the place of the

The motive to harakiri -

older one; liberal forces are at‘work to set the
masses free, and thd captains of industry have
not won the loyalty of the people as their feudal
lords won it. This is true in all lands; the love
of pomp and power is less hateful to most of
us than the love of pelf and’ the overlord of
feudal times has a more personal relationship
to his serfs than the modern capitalist to his
employees. The people, therefore, are organizing
themselves, evolving principles of right, and even
threatening to overthrow the existing order.
To meet this new movement the throne itself
has become much more democratic; and Japan
has indeed been singularly fortunate in having
at the crisis of her history really great men upon
the throne. The Regent Shotoku in the sixth
century and Meiji Tenno in the njneteenth were
devoted servants of their people, and men of
splendid statesmanship. Yet liberal ideas are
often found in extreme form in modern Japan;
the book-shops are full of communist writings,
and when the government sent away the relief
ship “Lenin” at the time of the earthquake it
acted according to a fixed formula; it will not
tolerate Bolshevist ideas, and indeed labels all
liberal thought as dangerous. Yet it cannot set
the hands of the clock back; and Japan is again
fortunate as she faces these difficult questions
of transition in having the leadership of Christian
| men, like Mr. Yoshino in politics and Mr.
Kagawa in social reconstruction, who are fearless
as the old Samurai, democratic enough for the
new day, and'loyal alike to the past and to the
future of Japan. These men have their feet upon
rock; and as Dr. Anesaki, Professor of the His-
tory of Religion of Tokyo, has shown us, the old
religions in which are the roots of Bushido seem
unable to set their house in order to meet the
needs of the new day.!

.1 See his ““Social and Religious Problems of the Orient.”
Macmillan, 1922, i T i

YAMATO DAMASHII!
ASIA TO JAPAN

Splendid as the young sun in his might
Thou didst arise upon our ancient night!
Soul of our old-time chivalry,
Yamato Damashii
Now girt with shining armoury,
Banzai!

Whence is the strength of thine arising?
To what high purpose thine awakening?
Thou who art debtor to our gentleness
Is thy soul strong to comfort our distress?
Art thou so great to set us free
Yamato Damashii?

Or shall this vision also fade and die, -
Turning to ashes and a shivering dread?
Dost hear the voices of a nobler chivalry
The patient crying of the unshepherded
Yamato Damashii,
To thee!

Servant of Asia!—so—so only—may

The soul of Asia hear thee and obey;

In this thine hour the voice of Destiny

Calls thee to conquest by self-mastery;
O Yamato Damashii

Banzai!
/

SHOTOKU — JAPAN'S
“FATHER OF CIVILIZATION.”
By James A. B. Scherer.

(Continued from Page Seventeen.)
with the genius that sometimes characterizes a
happy fusion. The Japanese of Shotoku’s time
were endowed with a talent for beauty no less
than for exploits of valor; with an innate res-
ponsiveness to “whatsoever things are pure

1The Soul of Japan.

and lovely and of good report.”

And this race had also from the begin:
ning what Dr. William Elliott Griffis regards
as the noblest trait in the character of a Japan-
ese today: his willingness and immediate abil-
ity to change for the better when he discovers
“a more excellent way.” ~

A third trait was a sort of passionate
energy that made Shotoku's transformation
possible with a swiftness that almost suggests
magic.

The first of these traits, a talent for
beauty, has developed a body of art that holds
its own with the supreme art achievements of
the world, and.a popular taste that still touches
Japan with charm, in spite of encroaching in-
dustrialism,

The second and third characteristics, a
high species of adaptive power working with
intense energy, account for the remarkable
progress of the Japanese people since the over-
throw of the Tokugawa shogunate carried
‘down with it the bastille of Chinese conven-
tionalism.

Many other traits have been superposed
on the Japanese from without, but these three -
with others that might perhaps be mentioned if
space permitted - have persisted from the be-
ginning, in spite of every effort to eradicate
them. They are grooved deep in the fibre of the
race, and will enable Japan, if she only avoids
the numerous pitfalls that threaten her, to
make a unique contribution to the universal
civilization of the future.

MY IMPRESSIONS
OF THE JAPANESE IN JAPAN.
By George Gleason.

(Continued from Page Seventeen.)
nurse. She carried in her hand a small Japanese
flag. A company of sight-seeing troops came
walking by. When the captain spied the little
American child waving a Japanese flag, he
halted his men, ordered them to salute and
marched on. The combination of reverence for
childhood, courtesy and loyalty to the flag
illustrated by this story, is what Americans
greatly need.

Having lived eighteen years in Japan I
find myself constantly annoyed by the rudeness
of American audiences when the American
National Anthem is being played. The rattling
of dishes by waiters, the moving about to find
their seat by guests, so often indicate a lack
of reverence for the nation’s emblem which
Japanese so uniformly show that I wish Japan
could teach America a lesson on this subject.

Dr. Hamilton Wright Mabie, on leaving
Japan several years ago, gave as some of his
permanent impressions of the country: (1) The
extraordinary courtesy and attention of his
audiences; (2) the eagerness for imformation ;
(3) their intellectual curiosity; (4) mental
alertness; (5) efficiency; and (6) devotion to
the Imperial Houses.

Were I asked what are the characteris-
tics of the Japanese people which we in Ameri-
ca might with profit imitate, I should answer:
(1) Alertness to discover the secret of all kinds
of power; (2) sound judgment in selecting the
best from all the world; (3) reticence, or the
ability not to talk too much but to listen; (4)
diligence, or the absolute lack of lazihess; (5}
love of nature; (6) cheerfulness and optimism;

+(7) respect for authority; and (8) a wonderful
devotion to the welfare of the State.

Would that all the Japanese students in
America might make a New Year’s resolution
to embody in their lives and in their conversa-
tion the best characteristics~of their nation
developed through the twenty-five centuries
of history and thus bring to youthful America
all the benefits of their nation’s past.
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