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Adaptability” and the Japanese. !

SOME YEARS AGO, when the price of rice went up sky high, the Jap-

anese government lifted the custom duties on foreign rice imported into |
the island empire and at the same time prohibited the exportation of native
rice, said The Japanese American News in Japanese last Sunday. |

Until that time we Japanese in the United States had worried a great
deal because many of us thought if the Japanese rice was not brought to!
this shore we would not be able to eat rice, for the rice produced in Cali- |
fornia is so poor in quality and taste it would not be fit for Japanese con-
sumption. Among the Japanese there were some who knew the Califomia;
rice to be quite good, and they said emphatically that it would not be very |
hard to change from Japanese to Californian rice. Yet the great majority
of the Japanese did not follow their advice, contending that Japan alone|
produced rice fit for their race. They scorned the rice coming from Southern |
China and Saigon and the rice produced in California and Texas. o

In the course of time, however, importations of Japan rice became qultei
scarce and the price went up amazingly, while the price of California rice|
was very reascnable. And they gradually became acquainted with the|
Californian rice and learned to relish its taste. And today they like the Cali-|
fornian rice. They now think that the California rice is not very different
from the Japan rice in quality and in taste. It has been said that eighty |
per cent of the Japanese households are using California rice, once so|
despised. Furthermore, in recent years this California rice has been ex-|
ported to Japan in great quantities, for it has been welcomed by all markets |
in the island. Especially when the California rice is not mixed with the rice
from Saigon, in French Indo-China, it is in great demand.

The history of the Japanese community in California is now nearly a half |
century old. It is many years since Japanese began first to settle in San
Francisco. Looking back and considering the attitude of the Japanese
toward California rice in the early days, it seems funny that they refused
to use it. It is most convenient to take the foodstuffs growing close at
hand. It is both natural and economical. It is not a very easy thing for any
Japanese to give up the habit of eating Japanese pickles and boiled rice
every day, just as it is not easy for any American or Britisher to pay dearly
for the peor European or American meals in Japan or China.

When we can eat the rice native of California, what reason is there to
import Japanese rice, bringing it five thousand miles across the Pacific?
And we should be able to raise the pickles we crave in our home gardens.
With such adaptability our nationals could be happy anywhere on earth.
The present cxpansion of our nation is procf that our people have the
element of adaptability.

Right now the price of eggs is low, which encourages the use of eggs.
.Eggs are cheap during the spring and summer months and very high in the
winter. We could show our adaptability by using eggs, the nourishment of
which is not less than that of fish and meat. One result of the railroad
strike is that a great quantity of fruits and vegetables of California cannot
all be shipped and prices are exceedingly low. We would do well to buy
and use them in our homes. There is no need to import canned goods and
dry foods from Japan, for we can get them fresh in California. All Jap-
anese homes would do well to preserve California fruits.

It is said that California canned fruits and asparagus are sold in the
markets of Japan. We feel that we are very fortunate, as we can use them
right here, paying moderate prices.

We ought to utilize anything which is economical and better, and we
must contribute something for the benefit of the producers and shippers
who are suffering by reason of the chaos created by the railroad strike.
We sincerely hope that Japanese residents of San Francisco will urge their
countrymen in California to use not only California rice but also vegetables
and fruits, and avail themselves of the opportunity afforded to preserve
them while prices are cheap, the same as their American neighbors are doing.

Unjustifiable Opposition.

The following is a liberal translation of an editorial published in this
newspaper August 25:

N AUGUST 23, before the Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate,

when the Kellog bill, purporting to protect alien residents in America,
was brought up, it met with growing opposition on the floor of that great
legislative body, according fo the Universal News Service, which is con-
trolled by the Hearst interests. Also, it is reported that the representatives
of labor organizations as well as the senators from the Western states
opposed it. We refrain from giving credence to the truth of the teport,
for the reason that the news service mentioned is under the sway of Hearst,
who continually is agitating against England and Japan.

It is said that the main reason for the opposition is that the labor
organizations fear that in the case of a labor controversy the central govern-
ment would use military force, under the cover of this Kellog law, if it
were enacted. The senators from the Western states take the stand that
the bill, if enacted, will encroach upon the power of the states, that it will
interfere with and may infringe on the integrity or operation of such laws as
the anti-Japanese measures in force in the Pacific states. There are some
cases in the labor controversy which have been enlarged and have become
intense, due to interference by federal troops.

In the case of Herrin, Illinois, in order to protect the lives and the
property of the people and maintain peace and order in the locality, the
federal government sent troops there for a purpose which the American
people generally thought to be inevitable. For there was severe fighting
between the striking miners and the strikebreakers, which resulted in the
death of more than a score and injury to many participants on both sides.
There was a threat of anarchy. Among the killed there were two Mexicans
and two other Mexicans were severely wounded. These Mexicans were not
strikebreakers at all. Feeling it was dangerous to stay longer in a locality
where they had been engaged in work, they were withdrawing and stopped
at the restaurant in the railroad station at Herrin. While eating they were
attacked by the mob, and, as stated, two of them were killed and two
severely injured. It was admitted by the governor of Illinois that the entire
fault was on the side of the Americans. The Mexican government formally
protested to the Washington government.

Owing to the chaotic condition of the great strike in the coal mines such
a barbarous incident might be an inevitable occurrence, but it might also
show the American psychology, which pays slight respect for the lives and
property of alien residents. The federal government, representing the
various states in the Union, has made treaties with foreign countries in
which it has promised, within the domain of the United States, to protect
the lives and property of citizens and subjects of the contracting nations.
Whatever the circumstances might have been, the American government
can not ignore responsibility. Such a thing as this generally is ignored in
the United States and the federal government has been suffering as a result
of the usual practice of its people. Last year many Japanese suffered at
the hands of a mob at Turlock and were driven from the town at midnight,
but no American was punished in the courts. Nobody assumed responsi-
bility. In the history of America there are many incidents v aere local
sentiment has caused suffering. Lynchings in the Southern states and the
Klu Klux Klan violence all over the country are common. Many lynchings
and i of Klan viol have been treated in such a way that nobody
has been punished. This because the local courts were entangled in the
feelings of the locality. This is the reason why the Kellog bill to have
all cases involving aliens adjudicated in the federal courts was framed.

President Harding put great emphasis on the question, declaring in
his message that its purpose was “to maintain the necessary power of the
government to protect alien residents in the United States and to make it
possible to protect their rights promised in the treaties, and to entrust
in its hands the adjudication of all criminal cases which will affect the
international relationship with foreign countries.” The opposition of the
senators from the Pacific Coast to the bill, on the plea that the bill would
interfere with local policies such as the anti-Japanese land law, is not
Jjustifiable.

For the Pacific Coast states are a part of the American Union, which
must be held responsible to foreign countries as a result of the promise
made in the treaties with them. The government of the United States must
share the responsibility to protect the lives and property and rights of
Japanese subjects now in the United States. We do not know whether the
anti- Japanese land law is a local protective policy or not, but we believe that|
no protective policy could be allowed to infringe on treaties with foreign |
countries. Those Western senators could not support the bill because they |
at heart intend to violate the treaties in order to carry out the local protec-
tion policies mentioned. |

We hope that for the sake of the reputation of the American people for

greatness, justice, and fair play this bill will be passed. It should have been |
enacted before now. . ¥

THE BEAUTIES OF THE
INLAND SEA.

ALL FOREIGN TOURISTS to Japan go

N()T
this old Empire of mystic gods and flowers first
laid her national foundations in Kyushu and then
gradually extended her territory eastwards
through the Inland Sea and the Kyoto region,
while Tokyo came under the Imperial sway con-

| siderably later, says Tomitaro Suzuki, Professor

in the English Department of the Kobe Higher
Commercial Scheol, in the Japan Magazine.
The process of mnational expansion here in
Japan was something like that of the United
States, only the latter, in opening up her
forests in the West, secured results in a much
shorter time. Such being the history of this
land, it will be seen that Old Japan—the garden-
like fairyland that the earliest western visitors
loved to describe—lies west of Kyoto and Osaka.

The inspiration we received from nature on the |

shores and waters of the Inland Sea are inesti-
mable, and my own experiences impel me, as I
sit quietly here in an upstairs room of the Kame-
fuku Hotel in Miyajima, to urge all foreign trav-
elers not to neglect this placid sea, full of his-
toric and scenic fascination. Even chance travel-
ers always seem to feel their journey well worth
the time and expense involved.

The Inland Sea is the narrow sea lying between
Osaka and Shimonoseki, Chugoku and Shikoku
forming the north and south boundary shores
just as Southern Europe and Northern Africa
bound the Mediterranean. Through this sea the
first Emperoy, Jimmu, made his slow, steady way
to the valley of the Yamato, and there founded
the wonderful dynasty destined to endure through
more than twenty-five centuries. Every Imperial
Japanese envoy from or to the ancient courts of
China and Korea sailed along this aquatic course,
assuredly not without deep poetic feeling being
excited by the innumerable isles and inlets inces-
santly confronting the primitive vessel. Many
were the courtiers and warriors who, sent into
banishment or recalled to favor, have sailed across
this sea, one in despair, another in hope; and
cases have not been few wherein arrogant clans
or unfortunate daimyos met their sad fate in this
enclosed water. Rich have been the tales of
pirates upon this inland plain, some flourishing
for quite a while and others paying their cursed
debts right early and fully too.

The sea abounds in mystic charms for the trav-
eler who will take the trouble to experience them
in person. Let me describe here some delightful
trips I myself have taken in past and present
times upon this fairy sea.

ROMANTIC AND INSPIRING.

We residents of Kobe, not only Japanese but
foreign, are so much accustomed to the beauty of
the place and so much absorbed in boasting of
her wonderful progress in trade and commerce
that her scenic superiorities too often sink into
insignificance or are ignored; yet whenever we
climb any one of the beautiful hills which form
the background of this port city, we find the view
of ocean and mountains spread out before us a
sight both romantic and inspiring. Numberless
are the enthusiastic hikers up Suwayama, Taka-
tori, Mayasan and Mt. Rokko, and not one of
such adventurers seems to rest content with his
initial eclimb, finding the birdseye view from
these heights too exquisite and rare for a single
glance to satisfy.

I myself find it most refreshing to make the
strenuous half-ri ascent up Mt. Takatori, especi-
ally at the twilight hour, when the fan-shaped
city of Kobe lies outstretched in the murky haze
and smoke to the left and the dark gray deep
of the outer portion of Osaka bay begins to rest
undisturbed under the black mantle just in front.
I meet numberless pilgrims up there even in the
very early morning or late evening hours. They
all have something to ask of the gods enshrined
upon this eminence and all alike breathe a sigh
of profound admiration, as they gaze over the
irregularly iliuminated city below and the misty
sea beyond. We all admire the wide charming
views to be obtained from any one of Kobe's
eminences, but where could we enjoy a more
impressive one than from this same Takatori?
Much might be told also of the numerous geisha
and other town beauties that frequent the spot
from a sort’ of local superstition in relation to
the gods up here.

In a dark-foliaged thicket-like ravine half way
up the ascent I generally hear an ascetic priest
or two going through his austerities under the
cold waterfall near the pass and cannot but think
of those austere yet chastening days of old when
even ordinary men of faith went regularly through
disciplinary rites, quite regardless of bodily pain.

One trip inexpressibly sweet to all travelers in
this country is no doubt that by boat down this
quiet Inland Sea. Some of you must have already
taken it, from Osaka or Kobe to Shimonoseki or
Beppu. I urge you to start on a sunny s€pring
day or a moonlight night when the numberless
pine forests, squatting hills, and dreamy islets
come incessantly into view like fairy characters
presenting a preternatural scene upon a huge
stage of land and sea. Let me mention here very
briefly a few places of note in this sea—the spots
I myself like most, and have visited oftenest.

AGE OLD PINE FORESTS.

First comes Suma which is immediately next
to Kobe as we leave for Shimonoseki. Suma is
a place of no small reminiscence and consolation
to those acquainted with Japanese history, not to
speak of its attractive pine forests, ages old,
which draw large numbers of nature lovers from
Kobe and cities still farther away. Ask men of
information here how an exiled noble lord, Yuki-
hira, wooed the two gentle daughters of the vil-
lage master, Matsukaze and Murasame, while
spending unaccustomed lonesome days of solitude
among the pine giants on this very spot; how
the vallant Kumagai was compelled to behead that
noble youth, though he did it most reluctantly,
with tear-swollen eyes and pity-stricken heart;
how Atsumori of the Taira family whose beloved
flute is still treasured in the temple fared here,
and how Yoshitsune led his dauntless hosts al-
most vertically down by the Hiyodori Pass imme-
diately behifld the town--then every weather-
beaten pine and dripping foothill spfing in the
temple precincts will mean something quite defi-
nite to you and your interest will be increased
immensely. Think, indeed, how many a banished
samaurai or solitary priest has shed tears of self-
pity in these hermitages of nature in days gone
by, sighing out his sorrows and writing here the
memorable lines we treasure today.

Our eyes, grown dim in the bustling streets
and suffocating smoke of Osaka and Kobe, become
at once acute again at the lovely sight of the
pine forests all along here from Suma westward.
I love these aged giants at Maiko and Akashi.
Yes I love them beyond words. Are they not
graceful when their mysterious shadows waver
and dance upon the clean-swept, sandy beach,
as the sea breezes steal high and tease their
basking branches, and isn't it sweet when the
pale moon pierces with her fairy beams through
these needled boughs and lights mysteriously those
loitering souls in the evening hours? I almost
protected my brow with my quickly raised hands
today as the train ran through this forest along
the shore, for the green needles came so near
my eyes when I was utterly absorbed in the un-
speakably charming glimpses of the floating
island of Awaji that I totally forgot about the
existence of the window pane right in front of
my face.

The pine trees at Maiko are most attractive for
their rare size and their singularly deep green
color. Awaji seems so near that we almost feel
like calling to the Islanders yonder and request-
ing them to sing us some sweet coral song.

FORAGING SEA MONSTERS.
Octopods have a high degree of popularity,
being regarded as delicacies all along here and

farther west than Kyoto, Osaka or Kobe, but |

e
A NEW ENGLISH SECTION *

ITH THIS NUMBER of the English

sectlon of The Japanese American News
we declare a holiday. We are going to have
a four weeks’ vacation. Then with the re-
sumption of this section, will come a change
in policy.

Beginning October 1, the English section
of The Japanese American News will be
published as a sixteen page supplement.
It will be one-quarter the size of this
page, and the supplement will be published
once a month, on the first. Thus the
monthly output will be about the same as
now—it really will be somewhat larger,
due to changes in dress and type.

The monthly supplement will be more
important and more interesting, if possible,
than the English section we have been
publishing for the past two and one-half
years. There will be twice as much space
devoted to translation of the editorials pub-
lished in this newspaper. For the rest, the
reading matter will be more varied, of
greater scope, and, consequently, of greater
interest to our readers, American as well
as Japanese,

The determination to make this change
was reached after the editors of The
Japanese American News.had given the sub-
ject much thought. There never has been a
minute, since the publication of the first
English section in March, 1920, that the
editors of this paper have had cause to
regret the innovation. Our circle of readers
is wide.

There is one aim of the English section
that will not be changed when the section
shall have grown into a supplement. We
shall continue to strive for amity, for a
better understanding by and between the
peoples of Japan and America.
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the local fishermen tell us that these wicked crea-
tures stand up on their feet and walk out to the
| sandy ranches to steal potatoes on moonlight
nights. Oh, the number of silver-sailed boats
that look like innumerable snow-white butterflies
perching upon the greenish blue mirror, intoxi-
cated with the lovely reflection of their own an-
gelic wings! Why is this world made so cruel
that even these poetic angel wings must carry
men to fish for poor harmless creatures that are
precariously enjoying their nature-given life in
|the quiet deeps? Why must beasts, fish and all
|other living things become a prey to man? Be-
|cause God willed it so? And why? Buddha is
|said to have once forbidden the killing of any
living thing because he believed a part of the
Absolute Life exists in every living creature on
this earth.

The most fascinating spot in the whole Inland
Sea is no doubt in the region of Tomo. Every
steamer from or to Kobe sailing through this sea
passes by this spot of celestial attraction, but
we can reach it by land as well, from Fukuyama.
It is situated at the end of a peninsula near

beautiful and important locality since the days
of our earliest emperors. Several tiny islands
|around it are full of shrines covered with dwarf
‘pines, and we may see several antiquated temples
and shrines in the town also. Two-thirds of a
‘mile off from this haven is the island of Sensui-
jima which is the center of picturesque attrac-
tions here. We find the temple of

Onomichi and has been known as an exceedingly |

MERCIAL RISE. |

THE MOST ROMANTIC FACT about Japan has |
nothing to do with cherry blossoms, samurai,
or templed hills; says the Literary Digest; it is
the fact that a people with an old Oriental civili-
zation should, after centuries of non-intercourse
with the rest of the world, become in the short
space of an ordinary lifetime one of the leading
modern commercial Powers. On a July day in
1853, the ships of Commodore Perry's squadron
in the Bay of Yedo told the people of Nippon that
a new day was dawning for Japan and that former
thihgs had passed away. To the masses of the
population the coming developments were of
| course quite unseen. To the rulers of Japan they
| were far from welcome. A solemn conclave of
notables which met at the call of the Shogun
voted to remain in isolation. But despite the
preference of people, notables, and the sacred
Emperor at Kyoto, the responsible rulers of Japan
understood the language of Commodore Perry's
guns. Isolation was henceforth impossible, be-
| cause the foreigner who demanded Japan's en-
trance_into the world of commerce could be kept
| out only by modern arms, which could be obtained
| only by commerce with the Westener.

A PRESSING EMERGENCY

Moreover, Japan had to be Westernized in a
hurry. There was no time to wait. The only
way the Japanese Government could keep the
foreigner from dominating the land industrially
and commercially was to get the start of him, As
| Mr. W. M. McGovern notes in his recent book,
| “Modern Japan” (Scribner’s), the country was
threatened with economic invasion. To wait
meant to allow the foreign merchant to usurp
| the trade and financial independence of the coun-
| try, and “once this has gone, as Egypt and India
| could have told them, political i is

JAPANS'S MIRACULOUS COM- (S

cordingly the Governme forced the formation
of Three companies— the Nippon Yusen Kaisha,
the Toyo Kisen Ka the Osaka Shosen
Kaisha—poured money into them, saw that they
were efficiently run, saw that a school was formed
for the adequate training maritime officers,
passed laws giving them a monopoly of the coastal
trade, saw that all the State-controlled industries
sent their goods by these boats, saw also that the

izati these comparn was such that
ren, and these only, had charge
and pushed their w to the top. Consequently

1, and
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the merchant navy of Japan is foday one of the
largest in the world.”
SHORTAGE OF LABOR

In all this industrial devclopment, as Professor
A. S. Hershey notes in his book, “Modern Japan
(Bobbs, Merrill), Japan has been heavily handi-
capped by her lack of skilled labor, by her com-
paratively small production of iron, and by the
fact that she grows neither wool nor cotton, all
of which must be imported together with large
quantities of machinery for her workshops.

‘When the Imperial power was restored in 1868,
Japan had no real financial system. After much

experimenting, by 1882 all irregularities had been
ironed out, the foundation of the Bank of Japan
completed the work of reorganization, and the
present budget system went into effect with the
promulgation of the new Constitution in 1889.
After experiments with the gold standard, the
silver- standard, bimetalism, and inconvertible

paper, the gold standard was adopted by the Jap-
anese Government to become permanetly operative
in 1897. The currency unit is the yen (fifty cents),
which is subdivided into 100 sen of ten rin each.
The first Japanese banks date from 1872, In
1882 the Bank of Japan given exclusive powers
of currency issue and has since been extremely
successful as “the arbiter of national finance.”
Government control over business is further ex-
ercised through three other semi-official banks,
the Yakohoma Specie B which is the chief

| not long in vanishing.” So these far-sighted rulers
decided to reorganize the nation from top to bot-
tom. As we read in Mr. McGovern's book:
“They it was who organized and reorganized
ithe banking system, who opened model factories,
| who taught the people through them how to
| make matches, cement, cloth, silk, soap, steel, |
| engines, and all the inconceivably many things |
| which go to make up the framework of the mod-
ern industrial State. Not only did they destroy
| the old commercial system, and pass laws for the
formation of limited liability companies and joint
| stock enterprises, but by threats and by promises,
| by grants and by subsidies, saw that they were
| successfully carried on.
| “Japan needed ships. She could not afford to
| wait for her merchants to gradually take an in-
| terest in maritime affairs. Foreign ships were
already establishing routes of sailing, and in a
short time would have secured a monopoly. Ac-

|
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organ of foreign exchan and international
finance; the Hypothec Bank, with its many local
branches, which lends money on real security to
aid agricultural development, and through which
the Government can force farmers to adopt mod-
ern methods; and the Bank of Commerce and
Industry, which performs a similar function for
manufacturers and merchants, advancing money
for new enterprises upon the seeurity of bonds
and stocks. There are also more than 2,000 private
banks.

This means that the United States furnishes
Japan with about 45 per cent of all her outside
supplies and takes from her about 43 per cent of
all her exported goods.

Japan's principal imports are raw cotton ($334,-
000,000 in 1919, and $360,000,000 in 1920) and iron
bars, rods, and plates (588,000,000 in 1919, and
$101,000,000 in 1920). Next in order are oil cake,
machinery, sugar, wool, peas and beans, hides, etc.

|
e
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and a sea-bathing beach also, whence an exqui-
|site view of Tomo itself may be gained. The
\noted Kwannon-do of the Bandaizenji is situ-
|ated about two miles away at the southern end
of the island, upon a huge wall-like cliff,
| here that neither poet nor artist can ever satisfy
himself even with his most inspired delineation
of'the delicate seascape. The sea right below,
walled in by this cliff, looks immeasurably deep
and the broad southwestern view of the sea and
Shikoku comes perfectly into our view as we
stand within the temple compound. Many a
promontory have I seen along the extensive coast
of Japan, but mone, I think, exceeding this in
quaint attraction. The whole scene here is no
more nor less than an inspired poem.

No traveler between Kobe and Shimonoseki
ever seems to be contented without visiting Itsu-
kushima, and almost all sightseers from the east-
ern half of the country make this noted spot the
western limit of their journey. I love the place
for its matchlessly clear, blue sea water, the
beautifully wooded hill reposing quietly upon the
blue mirror, the compactness of the town in the
quaint dale and also for the refined shrine build-
ings floating upon the rippling surface just be-
low the green hill slopes. The number of houses
seems just enough for the space afforded on
both sides the seashore eminence upon which
the pagoda stands. The hilltops are not too high,
for we can reach them within an hour without
any diffienity.

The Itsukushima hills, the sea and the shrine
structures seem to be all in perfect harmony and

The entire scene is best appreciated when viewed
froni the ferryboat just before landing upon the
island. Of all the classic spots throughout the
country, Miyajima is no doubt one of the most
aristocratic and refined, so to speak. Assuredly
it has not the grandeur of Mt. Fuji, the singular-
ity of Ama-no-hashidate, the artificial gaudiness
of Nikko, nor the playful element to be noted in
|the scattering of many curious little isles about
 Matsushima, but where else can we find this ap-
! propriate combination, this harmonization of hills,
Ishrine edifices and the matchless coloring of the
|sea? The only thing I regret every time 1 come
{here is that photographing the scene with the
(bills and islands in the background is forbidden.
The place is within the zone of fortification, that
curse of modern civilization.

A RHAPSODY OF MIYAJIMA.

I once wrote of Miyajima: “The shrine is
built in the shallows of the sea, surrounded by
the spacious corridors that turn in many ways at
the front of the maiu building. These are
painted a bright crimson. On the corridor walls
hang countless paintings by celebrated artists,
and lovely shaped lanterns are suspended from
the ceilings at intervals of six feet. It is truly
an enchanting sight when the tide comes up and
the lanterns are lighted—a veritable floating fairy
palace. Sail-boats can be hired on such evenings
and travelers may enjoy sailing through the
great torii (portal) that stands in the deep away
oft from the shrine structure. The reflection of
this floating palace in the slumbering sea is a
sight never to be forgotten. Along the pine-
covered shore a number of deer are browsing,
receiving edible presents from the kind-hearted
tourists. It is always pleasing to see men and
beasts mingle together without fear of offense
from either side, especially so in the precincts of
temple or shrine.”

My readers may tire of this rhapsody, but let
me not leave Ondo-no-seto without a word. I
remember my early impressions when sailing
through this sea, between Tomo and Itsukushima.
I repeatedly felt on that voyage as if our steamer
were entering small inlets and nooks without
exits, but as the boat turned around promontory
or peninsula, there were always narrow ways out
into a wider sea. The narrowest passage of the
kind was Ondo-no-seto. Both sides of this strait
are full of houses that are within a pole's reach
of the passing boat. Innumerable fishing boats
that filled the strait began rowing out of the way
pelimell as our steamer warned them with its
shrill whistle, and barely escaped collision with
our monster. This strait was made by cutting
through an isthmus, by Taira-no-Kiyomori—the
mightiest tyrant of the Helke,

Besides the places I have mentioned herein,
this lovely sea presents countless charms of sea
and sky which one's memory will delight to re-
jcall in after years.

It is|

make the general effect exceedingly well-balanced. |

By* SOSEKI

66} ES, YES, of course, certainly, to be sure, but
what are it about, that are the question I
demand. Go ahead and tell me at once.”

Assert master, but that poor untortured youth
just maintain his face down and didn’t mention
any words. To begin with, Buemon are indeed
the good speaker for a second year studint of
middlemost school, but his poor brain are not
so deweloped in comparison to the size of his
cranuem but as to his gabbing ability he are one
of the first and foremost wery bestest in class.

He mention he are annoyed by the stoopid
master asking him for the Japanese translation
of Columbus. And this here conspicuous studint
make himself appear as though he were a stam-
muring princess and therefore they must be some
reason for it.

It can not be only because of his well known
diffidence, not to mention his reticunce.

So master of mine made himself a weeny teeny
suspicious like,

“Why don’t you tell me all about it, if you
had something to tell?”

“You know, it's very hard to tell—" |

“Hard to tell?” So saying the master so sclu-|
| tenizing looked at the face of the Mr. Buemon,
/but he could not make out what the Buemon
| were thinking about, for he were stooping as be-
{lure, At last, the master changing the mode of
|the expression, gently added by saying, “Well,
|tell me whatever you can if anything. As there
are nobody hearing of us talk, and I shall never
|tell others anything about what you said, so
| prease ploceed!”

The Buemon were still undecided thinking
whether it would be well to break out or not in
rash talk.

“I think it would be all right if you speak,”
judged the opulent master freely.

“Well, then, I shall tell you, but,” the Buemon
raised up his jail-bird like head and looked to-
ward his master abashingly, with triangular-
|shape eyes. Bulgeing his cheeks, and puffing out
| the smoke from the Asahi cigarettes, the master
looked out.

“Really, it seem to have become tangled up——"

“What?”

“Whatever it are, I suffered a great deal, so I
have come.”

“Well, I understand, but say what is the mat-
ter, prease rallate.”
| "I did not mean it, but finally I lent it because
| Hamada constantly insisted to lend him—-"
| “The one you saild Hamada, is that Heisuke
Hamada?”

“Yes!"

“Did you lend the boarding fee?”

“No, not such a thing!”

“What did you lend him, then?”

“I lent him my name.”

“What did Hamada do after he borrowed your
name?”

“He have sent a love letter!”

“What, oh what did he send?”

“That are why I said I would give up my name
and become the mailer.” |

SURELY A PUZZLER |

“I cannot understand it all. In short, who are it,
and what did he do?”

“He sent a love letter.”

“He sent a love letter? To whom?”

“So, I said it are wery hard to tell.”

“You mean to mention that you have sent a
love letter to some woman?”
“No, no, whoa! it were not L”
“Did Hamada send it?”
“No, not Hamada.”
“Then, who send it, I demand!”
“I don’t know.”
“1 cannot understand it all. Then, nobody sent
o

=

“But, sender’s name are mine.” |
“You say that sender’s name are yourn? Tell |
me please, logically, will you, pray! After all,
who received letter?”

“Her name were called Kaneda living at the
opposite alley.”

“That Kaneda, the business man?”

“Yes!”

“Then, what is that you said before you lended
your name?”

“Hamada said as how the girl of that family
are too frash so he sent one love letter. . .|
Hamada said that it are funny if there were m‘

NATSUME.

(Trapslated by a Javanese Scioolboy.y

name at all. So I told him to write his own
name. He answered my name are no good, but
yourn, Buemon Furni are much better . ... So
finally, I lent my name.”

“Do you know the girl?
ciated with her?”

“No association, I, even, never seen her face to
face.”

“It were quite outrageous if you sent love letter
to the girl whom you never seen before. What
idea compulsed you to send it?”

“Nothing particular! Only everybody say she
are too fresh and haughty, so I just tried to
make téase at her.”

“Absolutely, outrageous! If it were true, you
sent the letter with your name apparently writ-
ten.”

“Yes, Hamada wrote the letter, I lent my name,
and Endo carried letter to that house in the night
and hurled it into the mail-box.”

“Then, it were done by you three boys in co-
operation or comspiracy?”

“Oh, yes! But, in later consideration, T felt
that if we were expelled from school its result
would be disasterous to us. 1 worried so much,
s0 consistent, that I could not sleep for few nights
in succession. And I feel now like so much
stupor.”

“You have done extremely foolish act. Did you
write Buemon Furni, the second year student of
the Bunmei Middle School?”

“No, T did not write the name of our school.”

“It were much better, if you did not write the
name of your school. If the name of school were
made publie, the intigrety and honor of the Bun-
mei Middle School would disastrously have been
spoiled.”

Have you been asso-

Well!

“You think we would be expelled out?
My master! My daddy are extremely strict man,
and my mother are my de; step-mother; if I
ere expelled from ol T am bound to

ffer great deal.
expelled out?”

HERE'S A REASON!
“That are why you must beh properly.”
“1 did not at first me do it, but I did it
neverthel, by which 1 can
gel

You think I would be really

t
Thus the Buemon implored with the woice that
he were at the brink of weeping. Behind the
paper-door Mrs. and Miss Yukie were laughing
without a woice. The ster taking the deeper
deliveration, repeated, “Well, well, well, . . .
++» It become interesting, more and more!”

o

Should I say that it are so funny there may be
somebody who would like to hear why it is so
funny? It are quite natural to be inquisitive for,
to man as well as to animal, it are great and im-
portant to know himseif.

To know himself are greatest important in the
life of any man. If he could know himself man
ought to have respect from the cat, as a man,
It are alright and deserve the respect from the
cat.

At the time I would give up my writing of this

| teasing nature for I should feel sorry for man.

But, as nobody could measure the height of his
nose exactly, it are pretty hard for any man to
measure of what he is. So there are some man
who oftentimes ask me—the cat—who he really
are, whom he never paid any respect.

Man are wery fresh but he are sometimes fool.
Man says that man are superior to anything on
this globe, yet he cannot understand what he
really are.

It are wery funny that he does not feel himself
a shame on the fact, that he do not know himself.
I feel disgusted in seeing him indifferent on his
poor wisdom. He carries around in his back the
idear that he are the superior to anything om the
earth. He are always so proude but ask such
foolish question, “Where are my nose?”

Yet, he does not give up the idear that he are
superior being. He won’t give it up even when
he are at the brink of the death.

It are quite funny and Interesting whenever I
happen to see him so foolish, so stubon, so in-
differunt, so shameless.

It are charming to look
tion of charm and foolishn
be contented
botk,

It are a ccmbina-
He must hiuself
at he are the combination of the

NO MORE LIKE THIS



