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FOR AMITY BETWEEN
AMERICANS AND JAPANESE

ENGLISH EDITORIAL P;IGE
SATURDAY, JULY 2, 1921

No. 7773

¢An Old Controversy~ Revived.

N RESPONSE to a wire from State Controller John S. Chambers, inform-

ing Senator Johnson that the federal census was “extremely incorrect,”
and declaring that Japanese evasion of census takers is just another attempt
to discredit the seriousness of the Oriental issue, and requesting an investi-
gation, Senator Johnson wired back that he would begin an immediate
investigation, it is reported, said The Japanese American News in Japanese
last Monday.

A few days ago Mr. Ross of the Bureau of Vital Statistics declared the
number of Japanese resident in California to be 109,000. He asserted the
Census Bureau figures are incorrect. Now Mr. Chambers steps forward
with his outrageous dictum.

In the past the Japanophobes hung their anti-Japanese arguments on
mere supposition and baseless tales. With masterly coloring they put forth
groundless tales, lacking facts. They massed their suppositions and to an
extent succeeded in misleading the public for a time. But now the truth
is made clear by the facts gathered by the Census Bureau and the Japan-
ophobes naturally are disconcerted and are trying to distract the issue by
making a louder noise than ever.

We do not know how many Japanese are living in California, but our
estimate is between 70,000 and 80,000 and the figures given out by the
Census Bureau—71,952—is near the correct figures, undoubtedly, even though
there may have been some slight mistake, as the Japanophobes argue. They
say more than 30,000 Japanese were missed by the census enumerators.
They charge, moreover, that these all entered the United States unlawfully.
On what do they base this. charge? To say the least, it is very doubtful
whether they have anything to offer in support of their argument.

Suppose the Census Bureau demands facts instead of arguments? What
manner of facts can they produce?

Mr. Chambers says that Professor Kuno, teacher of Japanese in the Uni-
versity of California, himself a Japanese, has stated repeatedly that there
are approximately 100 Japanese in the state. He also asserts that a
](aganese newspaper in San Francisco has boasted openly that more than
100,000 Japanese have settled in the state. But what authority is there
for these statements? None at all,

The statements made by Kuno and a Japanese mewspaper are mere
guesses. They never have made a-house-to-house canvass to obtain the
figures, as the federal census takers have done.

We hope Mr. Chambers and other Japanophobes will not make any irre-
sponsible attacks on the Census Bureau, armed with imaginary stories and
ﬁg\.u'cs born of inferences. We hope they will assume a fair and justifiable
attitude and undertake to investigate the matter themselves. That is, an
appropriation should be made larger than the expenditure of the Census
Bureau, more enumerators should be hired, and a more accurate census
should be taken, counting every Japanese and taking his address. It is up
to them to support their charges of census inaccuracies with facts. Until
they are in a position to do this.it were better for them to maintain a
discreet silence and accept the report of the Census Bureau.

If they do not do this their action will be considered that of irr

ible

THE JAPANESE.

T IS GENERALLY said that the Japanese

people are skillful in imitation and lack orig-
inality; and there are many who consider it a
great national defect, says Dr. Toshio Nogami in
the Japan Magazine. There are others who think
it is attributable to the fact that education has
hitherto inclined to the cramming method, that
memory is overburdened, and that the habit of
reflection is neglected. From this point of view
| many endeavor to enhance creative or spontaneous
| effort in school education. There are also a num-
| ber of men who entertain the pessimistic idea that
the Japanese are a second-rate nation that will
remain merely an imitator of foreign civilization
forever. Which is true?

As a matter of fact, Japan has done her best
these forty or fifty years to imitate Western civil-
ization. If we look at things round about us, we
shall see most of them are imports from the West
or imitations of things Western. When, for in-
stance, I look about the study where I am writing
this article, I see that the clothes I wear are
foreign, what I have in my hand is a foreign-made
fountain pen, I am seated on a chair and before a |
table of the Western style; on the table there is a
telephone; overhead there is an electric lamp;
behind me there is a steam-heater; the study itself
is in the European fashion. Originally, the univer-
sity itself, nay, the educational system in present
Japan was imitated from the West. The learning
taught and studied therein is mostly imported
from abroad. Go out into the city, and you will
see electric cars and automobiles runing by. Out-
side the city trains are running. It seems to us
as if almost all things in present Japan were imi-
tated from things Western.

TALENT NOT LACKING
These facts clearly bespeak that the Japanese

have an ample talent for imitation, but they do not
| testify that the Japanese lack creative talent.

THE CREATIVE POWER OF ||

i L
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MISS "DEEP SNOW" |

o

LU
(Continued from last Saturday.)

S YUMINOSUKE was loyalty itself, he at
once expressed his intention of obeying the
command, and as the crisis was one that de-
manded instant action on his part, he left Kyoto
that same night and took ship at Osakaen route
to his province. This was two or three days
after his daughter, Miyuki, had parted from her
lover on the Uji River.
The vessel in which Yumanosuke and his family
were sailing homeward lay becalmed one night in
Akashi harbor in the province of Harima. The
ship that carried Asojiro also, proceeding home-
ward, anchored by their side, gunwale to gun-
wale, The moon shone full and the haven pre-
sented a picturesque appearance. Asojiro went
up on deck and there, deep in reverie, stood look-
ing up at the moon’s bright face,
In the neighboring vessel all were alseep save
Miyuki, alone. She had not yet retired and, her
little heart full of thoughts of her lover, she was
singing his ‘“Morning-glory” song to the strains
of a koto or zither. As the song came to his ears
Asojiro inclined his head and looked wonderingly
down into the other ship. At that very moment
Miyuki cast her eyes up on the deck of Asojiro’s
vessel.
“Surely it is Miyuki that I see?”
“Oh! can it possibly be you, Asojiro?”
Before this question had passed her lips, Mi-
yuki had sprung into the other ship and the pair
of faithful lovers were rejoicing at their meeting,
thus unexpectedly brought about. To explain her
presence there Miyuki recounted to Asojiro the
circumstances that had led to her voyage home,
then added with emotion:
“This meeting of ours in a manner so unfore-
seen shows that ours is a union that brooks no

| These two points are often for each
| other, but it is necessary to distinguish them clear.
ly. If, for instance, we see a man drinking wine,
we must not conclude that he has an aversion to
|cake. The Japanese have imitated Western civil-
|isation these hundred years with might and main,
|it is true, but it is not because they cannot create.
| It is rather proper to say that imitation has been
more profitable to them than creation.

‘We can understand this if we think a little.
Japan is situated in a corner of the East and far
from the West. Shutting herself up for three hun-
dred years, she had little or no intercourse with
foreign countries, During that period a number
of countries rose up in the comparatively small
continent of Europe, and vied with one another to

parties and will merely bring the derision of the public down around their | b

ears.

Now the necessity of touching upon the so-called importance of the
Oriental question. Why is it an_important question, not only for California
but for the entire United States? Is it because there are 70,000 Japanese in
California? Even if there were 100,000 instead of 70,000, the number is
insignificant compared with the state’s total population.

The population of California in 1910 was but 2,370,000; last year it was
more than 3,420,000, an increase of more than 1,000, The Japanese in
the state number but 2 or.3 per cent of the total population. The so-called
startling multiplication of the Japanese is about 30,000, while the state's
total increase exceeded a million. Why should this insignificant increase in
the Japanese population so alarm the public? It gives us doubt whether
the Japanophobes are endowed with ordinary common sense.

he ’Japanese population of the United States, in comparison with this
country’s total population, is as a drop in the ocean. These Japanese are
imbued with an ardent desire to become Americanized. They are struggling
to improve their living standards, to attain higher ideals, and doing their
best to free. thcmselvcs.from the imputation o% unassimilability. Also, all
these Japanese are sharing 'a duty. They are good and peaceful residents.
If the American people only would undertake their guidance, would assist
them, they would show very marked improvement.
. We ardently hope for reconsideration of this question by those who are
inclined to show hostility to the Japanese.

Better Diplomatic Service.

The following is a free translation of an editorial published i -
anese-American News last Wednesday : s i

HE ARGUMENT ADVANCED by Viscount Shibuzawa at the meeting
of the Japan Chamber of Commerce, which in the main deals with the
restriction of armament, better diplomatic service and development of com-
merce and manufacturing enterprises, is born out of his patriotic spirit. This
c}ix:lractensnc shines through the short cable at hand, and we heartily respect
The main reason whyd]apan is watched with suspicion by other nations
and sometimes denounced as a second Germany is because her army and
navy are considered excessively large for her size and resources, and because,
moreoyer, contrary to the world agitation in favor of restriction of arma-
ment, she is expanding and making war preparations. j
If we question army and navy authorities on this subject, they will say
the armament of Japan is not disproportionate and that the plan adopted
by Japan s mot contrary to the world tendency. These pleas, of course
are not wnthout'reason, but when we recall that about half of ]apan’sJ
national budget is expended for armament and that the Diet rejected a
;';;ol‘l:;on proposing ‘r?:rictiog of argﬂ}inent-defeatcd it by an overwhelm-
e—we can readily ‘understand how the di i i
hassbeen nftimulated. y e distrust of foreign nations
ome of Japan's policies regarding the continent of Asi
opaque and this has tended to increase‘world suspicion. Bé\ts;? J:;:; 532
not carrying on her back, as it were, such an extravagant armament, and
if she could have avoided the doubts «concerning her which have arisen in
the minds of the powers as a result of- her.ddal militaristic policies, the
reputation of Japan wot.}ld not today be so much impaired. .
. The failure of Japan’s, diplomacy as it concerns America and China finds
its root here. Suppose Japan were to reduce the greater part of her army
and navy expenditures and turned that money over to be used for the
;txm:]altlon of edlucatiun, €O ce and ure. If that were done
er diplomatic relations with other nations
and Japan’s national life would grr'eatlyoli)l_en:vi?t‘.l s smoot'her £ gl
China has a very €, a very vital relation to Japan,

{ closg, and

arrives at a f\.xll undgrs}anzing and fosters amicable relations zncll‘ r;l:‘szzu{aa;;aer;
the co-operation of China, Japanese life always will be in an unsettled state.
{)T::: ‘tl}lx:r;}flzr lzhﬁuldlll'gnouglbﬁ:le the makeshift, temporary advantages and

uld do all possible t 1 . i
.u"lﬂ_:ng B o Chi‘né?e 'people.q’a"we at a full and sympathetic under-
¢ means suggested by Viscount Shibuzawa are very appropri
suggests that Ja .afp'ropose to the powers that they witl}:drgv?v tg:ll:tearmlx-cl::
from Hankow, ientsin, Peking and ather parts of China; cancel the Boxer
indemnity and turn the money over to be used for the education of Chinese
;’t:i::;si l:nC]haile‘zn; help toC:I_Johsh shle extra-territoriality enjoyed by the
a; finance ina and laun i i

ope;?tion indall manner of business. TR At S
: apan does not do all this, then the United States wi i -
ica takes the initiative in all these important matters,s twhleujli;al:;es?ﬁﬂle{e
reg‘arded unk\gldly by the Chinese, much more so than at present, and the
amicable rela‘gnong andi co—operatior’; of the two nations will miss l;y a wide
margin a realization of present ambitions. i

wel_ll:being o P! This would be dangerous to the

he unsatisfactory condition of Japanese-American relations i

reflection on the failure of Japanese diplomac .yvith relatioil lstopaégi);ma.
America believes Japan's navy and army are applying an unwarranted pres-
sure on China, and that. Japan's policy is too aggressive. Because of this
suspicion, America always watches Japan and the general feeling of the
American people is unfavorable toward Japan.

Truly, many international problems are bred out of the armament and
the diplomatic policy of Japan as regards China. The so-called California
question is stimulated to a great extent by the same ‘cause, and the vigorous
anti-Japanese movement which was agitated in California following the
world war is a direct result. Therefore this movement could not be amelior-
ated by revision of the gentlemen’s agreement, no matter how much Japanese
immigration might be restricted.

Our cable says that Viscount Shibuzawa argued the necessity of revising
the gentlemen’s agreement. But such a proposed revision as the one we

romote civ . In the period of Kael (1848-
153) when Japan was awakened from a long dream
by the stimulus of America, Japanese civilisation
(at least from a material point of view) was far
behind that of the West. What method should
Japan take in such a case? Was she too proud to
imitate the West and would she create a civilisa-
tion of her own? Or would she modestly adopt the
foreign strong points?

The wisest way at that time, it is needless to
say, was not the former, but the latter. Accordingly,
she first of all imitated the Western military sys-
tem, built men-of-war, cast cannon, and defended
‘herself from their attack. In the second place,
she learned medicine and other branches of learn-
ing, and thus contributad to the public weal. Fur-
thermore, she studied law and economy with the
intention of establishing her nation in the world
and of organising the institutions necessary for it.

AN INDEPENDENT COUNTRY

On account of this she could be an independent
country amidst her national difficulties without
being disdained by any of the foreign countries. On
account of this, moreover, she has been able to be
considered one of the Powers. If, on the contrary,
Japan been too proud to imitate the West:
it she had attempted to improve the bow  and
arrow instead of imitating the cannon, or if she
had been contented with the kago (a sort of palan-
quin) instead of the train, she would not have
been able to maintain her existence.

Of course, her imitation of the West went to an
extreme: she admired everything Western, while
things Japanese, though excellent, were apt to be
fgnored. There was a time when her noble works
of art and her good customs were indifferently dis-
regarded and thrown off: and even now this bad
custom remains. But it is prevailing in some
limited circles, Generally speaking, Japan’s imi-
tation of Western civilisation has been the right
thing: and this has rescued her from the brink
of ruin and brought her to the present prosperity.

‘Western civilisation of today was not dated
long ago, but is rooted these three or four hundred

, that some mysterious bond links us
one to the other. It is my hope that, for the
future where you go I also go. Grant me this,
Asojiro, my lord.”

“It rejoices me to hear you speak like that, my
dear,” replied Asojiro, “but I am on my way
home charged with a weighty mission that affects
the very destiny of my lord. My duty as a
samurai forbids my carrying a sweetheart with
me. But we cannot fail to meet again. Let us
wait against that time, Miyuki.”

But the girl set her face against this proposal.
“If you do not grant my request,” she said bit-
terly, “I shall find no joy in life! The best thing
I can do is to make an end of living.” And with
this she drew herself together to plunge into the
sea. But Asojiro caught her in his arms.

“My darling,” said he, “if your heart is so set
upon me, I shall take you with me to my home,
let the world say against me what it will! But
surely it will be a great grief to your parents
if you thus take to flight, all unknown to them.
Had you not better leave them a letter, my dear?”
As he spoke, he felt in his bosom for & pen and
paper, but found none.

“Ah!” he said, sorely perplexed. “I must have
dropped them into the water just now, when I
held you in my embrace. What is to be done!”
“Well,” said Miyuki, “it is fortunate that my
parents and all others on board are fast asleep.
I will return with all stealth to our ship and
write a letter there. Soon I will be back, so wait
for me only a little while.”

As she said this she leaped back into the other
vessel, but alas! wakened by the sound of her
footsteps, the crew of Asojiro’s ship aroused them-
selves, stirred up, and shouted: “Aha! a wind at
last! Up anchor! Let out the sajl!”

Miyuki heard these shouts with frantic grief,
but as she writhed in sorrow and despair, the
ship that carried Asojiro drew farther and far-
ther off. " Scarce knowing what she did, she
threw ln'}o the receding vessel the fan where-
upon the morning-glories were painted. Thus
again these passionate lovers were separated by
Fate.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

people are savages full of superstition. They for-
get these machines and engines were not invented
by all Western people, but by some great Western
men; and that all the others imitate and make
use of them. They are apt to think that there is a
great difference in between the

and Westerners, and that the former do nothing
but imitate while the latter always invent.

The above statements only serve to show that
there is no clear proof that the them-

SAGHALIEIX.

LTHOUGH it is fifteen years since Saghalien
came into the possession of Japan, this region
{has not been developed to any great extent even
| yet, says the Japan Magazine. Because, compared
| with some of our other colonial lands, it has been
| only recently acquired and also because it is situ-
allecl in the far north its exploitation has been
slow.

Then, again, the real nature of this region and
| its possibilities have not been well understood by
pur people. Many misconceptions have been enter-
tained. It has been supposed that its ports were
icebound nearly the whole year, and that ferocious
beasts abounded throughout the island; also that
the natural resources could not be developed by im-

isf ily. since the sad
events which occurred recently at Nikolafevsk
have focused public attention upon the region
‘north of us, we have waked up to a realization
not only of the strategic needs, but of the economic
possibilities as well.

As to the prospects of success in the latter field,
there are three opinions advanced. One is that the
climate is too severe, the time during which work
can be carried on is too short, and the soil too
poor to pay for the trouble. Hastily concluding
| that it is not a fit land for immigrants, those hold-
|ing this view would confine economic operations
|to the exploitation of coal, fish, and forestry re-
| sources, ane discourage the idea of permanent col-
| onization.
island, however, and given thorough study to the
matter, consider this a hasty and premature con-
clusion, believing that there is a bright future for
the island.

|

|

MISTAKEN OPINIONS

Those holding pessimistic views in this matter
compare the climate and soil with that of the in-
terior of Japan, but this.is a mistake. The north-
ern boundary of the island is only 50° N. latitude,
corresponding to the latitude of France and Ger-
many. For example, Toyohara city, where the
Saghalien prefectural government is located, is
regarded as a cold spot, but compared with Muk-
den it may be called quite mild; so if we realize
that it is only as far north as Northern Germany,
Depmark, Norway, Canada and parts of North
America, we shall be obliged to admit that as those
peoples have had no serious difficulties in subdu-
ing nature, so our people can do likewise. What
great progress the federation of German states
made, and how notable the achievements of Den-
mark, Sweden and Norway in agriculture and
industry! Though Canada seems a wild, bleak
country, England certuinly did not hesitate to
undertake , extensive operations there, employing
men and means lavishly. So we must not give up
the case of Saghalien.

That part of the Island owned by Japan consists
of a little more than 2,200 square 7i., i. e, a little
less than Kyushu or a little more than Formosa.
But the natural resources are abundant, both in
the sea and on the land. On land, a fertile soil is
found practically everywhere and as to agricul-
tural operations, while these must differ from
those of Japan proper, it is entirely possible to
produce rich crops either on a large or small scale
if the proper methods are employed.

Again, as to forests, good timber abounds every-
where, and while afforestation by alternative
cutting and planting is not easy at this stage of
the development, yet some substitute is found in
the natural renewal of the trees and in the future
it will not be difficult to secure an inexhaustible
supply. Agein, in regard to mining: at present
there is one petroleum well and one coal mine,
but it is no exaggeration to say that coal underlies
the whole island, while its riches and depth cause
surprise to all investigators. And lastly, as to the

to prove more profitable even than the similar
industry in Hokkaido. True, in recent years on
account of seasons of weather,
many have turned to mining, but nevertheless
fishing is by far the most profitable industry in
Saghalien. €

GRAZING IS PROFITABLE
One more source of profit is found in grazing,
the whole region being covered with rich, sweet
grass growing from six to ten feet high—nothing
like it in Japan. While in the possession of Rus-
sia, stock-raising was

‘We who have personally visited the|,

WHEN THIS OLD WORLD
WAS YOUNG.

(Continued from Last Saturday.)

JAI‘ANESE look upon the dog as a friendly
animal and in most of their folk lore he gives
a good account of himself. But in the Oki Is-
lands many of the inhabitants believe that all
dogs have supernatural power, elsewhere attrib-
uted to the fox. Human beings supposed to be in
league with them are called inu-gami-mochi—
“dog-god owners.”

When the spirit of such a magic dog sallies
forth on an errand of mischief its body remains
behind and grows gradually weaker, and some-
times dies and falls to decay. When this
happens the astral self upon its return takes up
its abode in the body of a wizard, and the wizard
thereupon becomes more powerful than ever.

THE PHANTOM CATS.

A certain knight sook refuge in a lonely and
delapidated mountain temple. Along toward mid-
night he was awakened by a strange noise. He
was startled to see several cats dancing and
meowling. Over and over again he heard these
words: ,

“Tell it not to Shippeitaro!”

Suddenly, at the stroke of twelve, the cats dise
appeared, stillness settled over the ruined temple,
and the knight again fell asleep.

Leaving the haunted building next morning, the
young knight came upon a few small dwellings
near a village. As he was passing one of these
habitations he heard a wailing sound, and paused
to inquire the cause of the lamentation.

“Alas!” was the reply of a dozen who thronged
about the knight, “you may well ask why we
are so sorely troubled. Tonight the mountain
spirit will carry away our fairest maiden in &
great cage to the ruined temple where you spent
last night, and in the morning she will be de-
voured by the wicked spirit of the mountain.
Every year we lose a girl in this manner, and
there is none who can help us.”

Greatly moved by these pitiful words, the
knight asked: “Who or what is Shippeitaro?
The evil spirits in the ruined temple 1 heard use
the word several times.”

“Shippeitaro,” answered one, “is a brave and
fine dog and belongs to the head man of our
prince.”

This gave the knight an inspiration. He would
secure the services of the dog. So he hastened on
his way, and when he made his wishes known he
was granted Shippeitaro for one night. He led
the dog back to the house of the weeping pa-
rents. A

CAGE IS PREPARED.

Already the cage was prepared for the damsel,
anpd into this cage he put Shippeitaro, and, with
the assistance of several young men, went to the
haunted temple. The young men were affaid to
remain on the mountain and took their departure;
leaving the knight and the dog alonme. 1

The phantom cats put in an appearance at mid
night. This time they had in their center &
tomeat of great bulk and fierceness. When the
monster saw the cage he clearly showed his de;
light and sprang at the cage.

Choosing a suitable opportunity, the warrior
opened the cage and Shippeitaro sprang out and
seized the great tomcat by the nape of the neck.
In another instant the knight had unsheathed
his sword and thrust through the wicked creature.
Too amazed by what they saw to make good their
escape, the other cats stood as dumb and the
good Shippeitaro made short work of them. Never
again was the village troubled by the cats. The
knight gave all credit to the good dog Shippel-

0.

fisheries industry, we may say that this is expected | tar

(CONTINUED NEXT SATURDAY.)

e bl i
JAPANESE PROVERBS.

Send not for a hatchet with which to break
open an egg. 4

She who loves an ugly man thinks him hand-

some.

. .

.
Sure bind, sure find.

an
especially suited to the island, and horses, cows,
sheep and even hogs flourished there. The latter
it is not easy to raise where epidemics are common
but there is little fear of disease here,

In recent years, also, Saghalien is being con-

sidered a very hopeful field for the development of
the black-fox fur industry. The prefectural govern-
ment has established an agricultural experiment
station which has already accomplished something

and promises more for the future.

selves lack originality. Let me vroceed to give
one or two of b y as

T or
people. The first are the

years, We cannot learn it in a short time, Japan
has been learning it these hundred years, but even
today it is not enough. She must learn further and
more assiduously. The reason that Japan’s ac-
tivity since the Restoration has been directed
chiefly to imitation is because she has been busy
imitating and has not had time enough to create.
‘We cannot conclude from this fact that the Japa-
nese have no creative power.

Some go further and say, “It is true that the
Japanese have been too busy imitating to exhibit
their originality these many years. But was there
any civilisation peculiar to Japan? What is the
civilisation besides that which has been intro-
duced from Korea and China? Was not

by
works of those lady writers who appeared in the
Helan period. Murasaki’s Shikibu’s Geni Mono-
gatari and Sei-Shonagon’s Makura no Soshi ap-
peared in the tenth centruy of the Christian era.
Did any such splendid works appear in England,
France or Germany in those days? It must be
said to be a wonderful thing that in so remote
an age such great works were written by Jap-
anese women, who are generally considered to be
inferior in education and intellect to Western wo-
men. In the century d pi d

Queen Mary, Queen Elizabeth and Lady Jane
Grey; these ages somewhat resembled the Helan
period of Japan, but were six centuries later.

is

civilisation always a mere transplantation of
foreign civilisation?”

ARGUMENT DOESN'T HOLD

There are many in Japan who propose such an
argument, and they are men of thought and learn-
ing. But I should like to ask of these men, “Is
this argument applicable to Japan alone? Does
it not hold good equally in British, French and
German civilisation? Do you think that England,
France, Germany and the other civilised countries
alone have a civilisation of their own? and that
Japan alone has no civilfsation peculiar to her and
that hers is merely an imitated civilisation?” If
they think so, I am afraid they have not studied
Western civilisation enough.

1t is needless to say that Western civilisation of
today is traceable to Greece and Rome, and further
to Phoenicla, Babylon, Assyria and Egypt; and
originally to India or China. Asian and African
civilisation entered Greece and Rome, where it
formed a great reservoir called European civilisa-
tion. From Rome it was introduced to the Teu-
tons and Gauls, who were then nn;e;: and it has

pt 1

Another e of civiliza-
tion in the Tokugawa period. Quite independent
of any foreign influence, this period was one in
which Japan produced her own special civilisa-
tion. In the Genroku and Kyoho years (1688-
1735), especially, she achieved the glory of civili-
zation. This is worth particularly recording in
the history of the world’s civilization.

THE MENJI PERIOD.

The Meiji period@ was one in which Japan, as has
just been mentioned, imitiated Western civiliza-
th

ion.

presented themselves, and made great progress in
some points— say, in military and primary edu-
cation. To do her justice, Japan is not inferior to
any other country in these two respects.

It we consider more radically, imitation itself
is not always inferior to creation. Considered
from the merit of spiritual activity, creation is a
step superior to imitation, it is true; but an imi-
tator is not actually inferior to an inventor or a
creator. Let us compare Germany and France.
France chiefly surpasses Germany in creation.

formed modern after
ages.

1f we consider from afar English, French and
German civilisation, each seems to have some re-
markable specialties of its own. But if we trace

excels in ing ‘foreign things and
improving them. German learning is a wonder in
the world, but no German has ever made such
great inventions or discoveries as Newton’s uni-
versal gravitation or Darwin’s evolution theory.

the sources of these civilisations, we shall see
that they have once been by the. civili
tions of many other countries. In this respect Jap-
anese civilisation is quite similar to English,
French, and German civilisation. If there be any
difference, it may be that which is derived from
their geographical and historical situation: it may
be only a matter of degree. Of course, English
civilisation has its own specialities, and German
civilisation has its own specialties; and so has Jap-
anese civilisation. Japan has adopted Chinese and
‘Western civilisation, and has always Japanised it.
e people of today, brought up in the
atmosphere of Western clv , are lined
to think that things Western are all good and
great. They associate the West with the traim,
telegraph, aeroplane, science, great industry, pro-

The flying machine and the submarine boat were
d by F h but it is Germans that
have improved them, built ingenious aeroplanes

and and ef

in.the late World’s War. German imitations often
surpass their originals.

Though the Japanese, therefore, may be sup-
posed to excel only in imitation and lack origin-
ality, they need not fear or take a gloomy view.
They should display their strong points more and
more, and contribute to the world’s civilization.
In fact, it is not proved that the Japanese lack
originality. The idea is based on some very super-
ficial observations, and a conclusion hastily drawn.
1 do not encourage the blind pride of the Jap-
anese, but there are young men who think the
ability of Japanese people is inferior to that of

gress, ion; and they Japan and
the East with savagery, ion,
fogyism. They seem to think all Western peonle
can invent such things as the locomotive, flying
machine and telephone, and that all Japanese

gee in the Morris-Shidehara draft will do no good
whatever. Rather, it is apt to make the situation
still worse and undermine the foundations of our

that everything Western is excellent
and everything Japanese bad, and that the Jap-
anese are an inferior nation. I greatly regret
there are such. Japanese people think Chinese
and Koreans are tr ; but to my »
none are greater trucklers than the Japanese in
some circles today. They think everything foreign
made s good and that everything made in Japan
is a crude article. Such an idea is prevalent in

well-being. We urge the sincere Viscount Shibu-

the world of thought, too. The thought that the

zawa to T 1 his fon on this
point.

excel only in imitation and lack origin-
ality may have come from such weak minds.

A

SOSEKI NATSUME.

(T by a

VEN IF GOD are so inefficicious as mere
mans I are sure he pertains no more ability
as human being. They say as God made so many
defferent faces as they are of men but

)

plenty to change my view compretely. The char
acteristic was none other than exact resemblances
to that of my very dear fine looking fellow
Cold as the Moon.

there is no saying whether he had definite plan
to make so many varieties or he tried to make
every one same and started forth to do it but
could not accomplish that and every output took
such extraordinery shapes.

Face of men can be taken as memorial of suc-
cess, but on the other hand and at the same time
it may be taken also and likewise as trademarks
of failure. He may be all mighty but it's just
same if you surmise he are ineffecent.

Eyes of mans are arranged on horizon and
they can’t endure to see thing on both the side
up as same time. They only absorb sight of one
side of everything, and I are truly and realy
sorry for 'em.

If mans change points of obserwation little

they will notice such simple like thing as this
every day in week in their surroundings contin-
ually but they are so dazed like and pride swolled
up that they are not at all able to apprehend the
facts.
If it are difficult to show changes in arts then
it are just as hard to make an absolut modle of
things. Rafeal can’t seem to compose exactly
same arts on “St. Maria.”

And it are also foolish to ask to compose two
foreign “Madonna.” Languages men used are
learnt by imitation.

REAL IMITATION IS HARD.

But language change in years and this prove
men has no perfect imitating powers. Pure
imitation is so difficult as this.

Therefore, if God could make every one of
faces on man just exactly same as rest he would
simbolize God all mighty. But faces we have
now are proof of god’s enefficiency.

Now I disremember why I advanced such a dis-
ocourses as this here, Man so often forget basic
fax and it may be proper thing for cats to forget
too or also.

When 1 gazed at burgular who opened the
paper slidding door of bed rooms and steped in,
those thought narrated above occurred at me
gradual. Why? If you insist why I get to think
it all over again. Now, reason are this:

When I spied at face of burglar who appeared
calm like right in front of myself, the face—
ordinarily I thought it the work of God is result
of this insufficiency—but a squint at this burg-
ular’s characteristic like faces was enough and

1 aren’t very many of friends among the bur-
gularish of course but what I imagine to be
burgular’s faces, baseing my imagination on what
they do, was so different to the one I actually
saw here, My conceptions of burglar’s phizz were
a low spready nose and big eyes with hairs cut
short.

But what 1 myself saw were slender brewnette,
of eyebrows straight, good looking in every direc-
tion. Might be he are about twenty-five or six, or
maybe seven years old, and that fact undubif
are replicas of Cold Moons.

SOME PERPLEXING THOUGHTS.

If God urc got ability to make two of such
face I can say as how he are en ent. To tell
nothing but c¢xact truth I thought for moment
and conclude (. © ~~* confused and walked into
deep of night « here. Only this one had
not mewly gcri..cied mustach under his the
nose and this make me think perhaps maybe [
are wrong, all wrong.

Colg Moon are a nice fallow all right with
rather dark complexion and sour by his visages.
Meitei calls him one movie ticket and he are got
sufficient charms to attract attention of Missy
Kaneda Tomiko. He are sure a kind of master

ieces.

o But when you stage an obserwation on aspects
of this hermit you will be conwinced that this
power of attraction on ladies is not inferior to
Cold Moon, no not a little bit of a bit.

If Missy Kaneda found charm a plenty in ways
Cold Moon looks at her and his manner of con-
wersations, then she sure are honor bound to
love this here burglar hermit with the same de-
cree of fervancy.

Put away question of honor for whiles, but
what about logic? It are illogical as anything
and everything if she don’t manifest to love this
here man. She are such a smart one and she
ought to know all these same things without
being told so.

Then this here hermit party switched in place
of Cold Moons would sure receive the whole un-
diluted love by this lady and would live very
love like. Even if Cold Moons were so moved by
Missy Meitei’s pleaching and this good match
none equal in thousand years broken, while this
hermits lived in stupidly health condition, you
and I should worry.
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