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FOR AMITY BETWEEN
__ AMERICANS AND JAPANESE

he Japanese Fuevican Tiedug

ENGLISH SUPPLEMENT

SATU

RDAY, MAY 3, 1920 No. 7357

T

BUSHIDO.

The “Japanese Menace” cAgain.

The following is a free tranclation of an cditorizl in Japanece, published
in The Japanecc American News of May 2.

PRICES PAID LAEOR.

FREQUENTLY tke charge is made by Ameri-
cans that the Japanese is a cheap labore

S ie widely known today, the underlying prin-
ciple and practice of the Bushido morality of
Japan is unlimited sympathy and the offering of
unselfish servicé and help to the weak and op:
presséd. o
Bushido, a system of ethics peculiarly Japanese,
has been set down by Dr. Inaze Nitobe, professor
of the lmperial University of Tokyo, in a book

[T HAS been an obvious fact for the pact ten or.more years that the Hearst
papers—and some. of his asscciate papers—have been trying to discredit
Japan and the Japunese. With the usual fallaciovs arguments, which are
made up mostly of ugly werds and ungentlemanly falschoods, they are again
trying to destroy thc amicable relations and harmonious mutual under-
standings of both countries. But since we are persuaded that the majority
of the Amcrican people know the facts very well, we have not been taking ! . iiieq “Bushigdo, the Soul of Japan”
these accusations very seriously. Bushido, says thie autbor, is the code of moral
However, as to an editorial which appearcd in yesterday's Ezaminef, principles which the old Japanese knights were
entitled “More Whitc Farmers the Antidote for the Japanese Menace,” we instructed to observe, The code was not written;
feel it is advieable to correct its untrue and unjust statements. The gist of | ::) E;::l:l:!:roio::;m;r::.n?:: :::’;'";“‘;em:‘:ﬁ‘_
this editorial is: known warrior or savant. Because it is a code
The scarcity of farm products and mounting prices -in California, | ;written it posscsses all the more the powertul
the most productive land in the world, is attributable to the Japanese.  sanetion of veritable deed, “and of a law written
Since the Japanese, who works for sixteen hours a day for little pay, |on the fleshy tablets of the heart.”
came into this state and took up farming the white farmers always have The following is taken from Dr. Nitobe's book:
been bested in competition with thefn and are quitting ‘their farms one
a‘f:er anothcr. As a consequence, mc})‘st California zar;ns Jh«vn: fallen }ilx_xt: i RECTITUDE OR JUSTICE.
the Japancse monopoly. But the cheap wages of thc Japanese, whic! I -
haverx:comc stand:rd.yand the fact thzl:t the%r products ;ll:e insufficient ‘RECTITUDE or justice is the most cogent
to supply the demands of the market, means a shortage of products and | peecept in the code of the
a consequent rising of prices. The Japanese are not skilled in raising  Nothing is more logthsome to him than un-
cattle and poultry, but the White farmers are very skilled and scientific ' derhand dealings and erooked undertakings.
in raising vegetables, fruits and poultry and their farming must be made The conception of rectitude way be errone-
profitable. California does not need cheap labor. What she needs is bet- ous; it.may be narrow, A well-known bushi
defines it as a power of resolution: ‘‘Recti-

a

ter farmers. s

Since there are in fact only about 6,000,000 acres of cuitivated land in
California out of 28,000,000 acres which can be cultivated and irrigated and
made into good soil, no one will object to the coming of four times the
present number of farmers into California. By their increased production
not only can the whole state and country be fed, but food also can be sup-
plied to Europe. Therefore, we question the common sense of the Examiner
editorial, which says that wesJapanese are monopolizing farming in Cali-
fornia. The entire area which our people are cultivating in' California—and
this includes leases and p i is only 400,000 acres. That is but cne-
seventieth of the entire farm land of the state.

The Japanese producing power may at a glance seem great eompared
with the area which they cultivate; still, if this were compared with the
whole amount of California products, it would be but a trifle. That is the
apparent fact as shown by a report issued recently by the California Devel-
opment Board.

We sincerely hope that the editor of the Examiner will scrutinize this and Rectitude or Righteousness ~his path.
‘most valuable and accurate report, then base his arguments accordingly.  «How lamentable,’”” he exclaims, ‘it is to
The cditorial says the Japanese are cheap laborers. They, of today, are in peglect the path and not pursue it; to loge
fact not cheap laborers. In this regard the editor hirnself admits that 'Jap-‘me mind and not know to seek it again!
anese wages have been broyght up to the standard and that they can't be When men's fowls and dogs are lost, they
put down to the standard of Yokohama. By this assertion the cditor con-
tradicts himself. It will be hard to explain this contradiction clearly. their mind and do not know to scek for it.’’

It is absolutely false that the Japanese works for twenty cents a day,  Have we not here, ‘‘as in a glass darkly,”
eats rice and fish and labors for sixteen hours. They may overwork a hstle: a parable propounded three hundred years
at times when crops are perishable and table fruits, such as strawberries, |ater in another clime and by a greater
are apt to spoil. But that is unusual. Certainly it is beyond the phynul;tewh"’ who called himself the Way of
capability of the Japanese laborer to work sixteen hours a day. 2 ‘Bighteoulneﬁ through whom the lost could

As to the raising of ‘poultry, there are plenty of Japanese who are doing be- fourid? But I stray from my point.
this very thing. That more are not engaged in the poultry business is that Righteousness, according to Mencius, is a
they lack sufficient capital. When the time comes that they have sufficient straight and narrow path. which a man
savings the Japanese no doubt will develop in this line of industry. lought to take to regain the lost paradise.

No American will deny that the Japanese are very diligent and that they| Fven in the latter Xayn of feudalism, when
have special farming ability. the long continuance of peace brought leis-

Of course, it is natural*to encourageé farming in California to increase‘\url‘ into 'thg life of the warrior class, ahd
producticn and thereby bring down high prices and ease the cost of living. with it g.hsmpltlom of all kinds and gentle
For that reason there is no doubt that everybody welcomes white farmers. accomplishments, the epithet Gishi—a man

Meanwhile, the Japanese who already are here should be made more:Of Rectitude-=svas considered - superior to
welcome. They are progressive and possess special ckill. Protect them and any name that signified mastery of learning
allow them fo contribute to the state as much as they can. Is this not|or art. The :_Forty-seyen Faithfuls — of
natural and reasonable? | whom so much is made in onr popular edu-

| eation—are known in common’ parlance as
the Forty-seven' Gishi. *
_ In times when cunning attifice was liable

9
Senator ]Ohnsons Pl‘OSpCCtS. 'to pass for military tact and downright

t
E JAPANESE AMERICAN NEWS, commenting last Thursday on falsehood for ruse de guerre, this manly
Senator Hiram W. Johncon’s great victory in California, said in part, in virtue, frank and honest, was a jewel that

itain course of conduet in accordance with
reason, without wavering; to die when it is
right to die, to strike when to sttike is
right.” \ .

Ancther speaks of it in the following
terms: ‘‘Rectitude is the bome that gives
firmness and stature. As without bones the
head cannet rest on the top of the spine,
nor hands move nor feet stand, so without
Reetitude neither talent nor learning can
make of a human frame a samurai. With it
the lack of accomplishments is as nothing.”

Japanese: ) - shone the brightest and was most highly
We are looking on the campaign as an outside party and we observe praised. Rectitude is a twin brother to
Senator Johnson’s power throughout the state is very strong. No one could Valor, another mattial virtue. But before

compete with’ him in California. 1proeeg‘diu¢. to speak of valor, let me ]inger

Mr. Hoover had his chief support among the women and advocates of a little while on what T may term a deriva-
the League of Nations. His greatest strength was in Southern California. tion from Rectitude, which, at first devi-

Senator Johnson is campaigning in the Middle West and is almost.ating slightly  from the original, became
ready to invade the Democratic Southern states, where recently the Repub- more and more removed -from it, until its
lican sentiment has been growing stronger. |meaning was perverted in the popular ac-

S Joh firmly believed the victory would be his in his own ceptance. I speak of Giri, literally the
state. He did not come to California, but simply sent a med¥age to his Right Reason, but which came in time to
fellow citizens, saying that with perfect imity and full confid he mean a vague sense of duty which publie
left his cause in their hands. y - _ | opinion expected afi incumbent to fulfil. In

The Californian stands on a platiorm of Americanism, against the its original and unalloyed sémse it meant
League of Nations, for a free press and the right of peaceful and lawful duty, pure and simple—hence Wwe speak of
assembly. Finally, he would do throughout the Nation the things that have the Qiri we owe to parents, to superiors,
been accomplished in California. to inferiors, to society nt‘l‘nr_ge, and S0

His victory in California, of course, does not necessarily mean that h!}hk‘;ﬂ:' lI"‘ Fh‘;‘;?‘t in‘:}]‘mﬁeﬂhe:'xliﬂ t“ge; ,:;
will win a similar victory throughout the nation. Senator Johnson ‘from;l‘r o) ed‘e "d uty ‘l:h wha . 3 ‘Ghotiy
this time on must fight vigorously to win the June convention in Chicago ti¢man t:t sn '-"m;mﬂﬁ “:. 0 Oi Sho
and after the convention, unless the result shall be overwheimingly in hxl,?&‘e:"l redson: 8o ORE CATgATIL THDAA:
favor. : y {

We can scarcely predict that he will enter the White House simply be- |
cause he carried California. It must not be forgotten that ever since he
announced 'his candidacy and began his campaign, Eastern states as well
as the Middle West were not exact in their estir:atefs of hilt;n. b:{g has no;

ng enough in the national government, but from the beginning o ) u 3
::i? yl:ag panicgularly since the bcgginning of the state primary elections, other authority to emforce filidl piety; and
he has won over a number of states. Eastern states as well as those of the they formulated this authority in Giri. Very
Middle West are beginning to realize they were somewhat mistaken in their rightly did they formulate this authority—
e \ i T e S T i

‘he Eastern states generally decide the fate of presidential candidates. ¢ ue, urse | # A

NewTYork is quite an irgxportan{ state in this regard. Senator Johnson, to \dntellect ‘andhl}ll _P;“zn must be quflcke{ud
a degree, has been wel d enthusiastically there, and yet the issue m:!o.egnvmce im of the necessity of acting
New York is not certain. (AT ) oy ; ;

In New Jersey he was defeated by a narrow margin by General Leonard The same is-true of any other moral obli-
Wood. So, it will be seen, Senator Johnson must make a vigorous endeavor | ﬁ{mon- The instant Duty becomes onerous,
in the coming months if he would get into the White House. | Right Reason steps in to prevent our shirk-

At all events, we who reside in the state of California honestly hope ing it. Giri thus understood is a severe
that Senator Johnson, a native Californian, a man of wide political vision as | taskmaster, with a birch-rod in his hand to
well as ability, will win out. {make sluggards perform their part. It is

‘4 secondary power in ethics; as a motive it

. lis infinitely infel:ior to the ’l?lm";tian doe-
{ i \trine of love, which should be the law. I

The Forelgn Trade Convention. |deem it & product of the conditions of an
THE foreign trade convention which will be opened in San Francisco next | artificial society—of a_ society in which ae-
Wednesday will bring together for the first time representatives of cident of birth and unmerited favor insti-
Oriental, Eurcflean and Latin-American countries with American deleg: |tuted class-d; ons, in which the family
The convention gives every promise of great importance and it is to bc!was the social unit, in which seniority of
hoped that the benefits accruing will be lasting. |age was of more account than superiority
It should be a matter of general satisfaction that foreign delegates have of talents, in whieh natural affections had
ponded husiastically to the invitation to attend the convention. loften to succumb before arbitrary man-made

Also, it is significant that the first special group discussion will be on customs.. 5 ¥
“Trade With the Orient.” Captain Robert Dollar of the Dollar Steamship Because of this very artifieialty, Giri in
Company will preside. Papers will be presented by representatives of Japan, time degenerated into & vague sense of
China, the Dutch East Indies, French Indo-China and the Philippines. propriety called up to explain this and

“Latin-American Trade Relations” will be the subject of discussion of 'sanction that-—as, for example, why a
the second special group, beginning May 14. V. H. Pickney, chairman of motQer must, if need be, sacrifice all her
the Latin-American bureau of the San Franci Chamber of C other childten in order to save the first-
will preside. 'born; or why a daughter must sell her

That the various countries sending deleg to the ion take it!chastity to get funds to pay for the father’s
seriously is evidenced by the very fact of their sending delegates. Many | dissipation, and the like. Starting as Right
of them have traveled half way around the world to attend. p |Reason, Giti had, in my opinion, often

It is to be expected, and certainly it is to be hoped, that much good will steoped to easuistry. It has even degener-
acerue to all nations participating. The discussions not only will make for ated into cowardly fear of censure. I might
a better und ding of ditions but also for a general expansion of of Giri what Seott wrote of patriotism,

8t ‘‘as it is the fairest, do it is often the

49

@Giri primarily meant no more than duty,
and 1 dare say its etymology was derived
'from the fact that in our conduct, say to
our parents, though love shiould be the only
motive, lacking that, there must be some

trade.

samurai.
N

tude is the power of deciding upon a cer-|g

Mencius calls benevolence man’s mind, |8

(know to seek for them again, but they lose | |

ly a canvass of the Japanese labor situa-

tion in California yvas made by thes Japanese

A iati of A i Qi i ires were

sent to all Japanese employers, whether of Japa-

nese or American laborers. The result proved,

at least in so far as employment of Japancse
: frond Al

MONKEYS OF SANNO-JINJA.

HIS is the year of the Monkey and Sauno,

the chief shrine of Tokyo today as it was
in old Yeddo, is one of the sights of the city.|
The shrine occupies one of the most picturesque
spots in the capital, a high hill in Akasaka,
deeply wooded, where the faded red gates and
walls and the buildings with their verdigris
weathered copper roofs are embosomed in cherry

and A in C is con-
cerned, the average wage paid the Japanese la-
borer is often higher than the average wage paid
the American laborer. No marked differences in
wage scales, however, were found.

The following table shows the average sal-
aries paid to commercial employes, both Ameri-
can and J in ni ounties of Cali-
fornia 2nd the average wages of agricultural
employes in twenty-four counties:

COMMERCIAL EMPLOVYES.

REVIVAL OF JAPAN'S DRAMA.

HE NO, Japan's ancient form of drama, has
enjoyed a decided revival during the past few
years, This is due in part to the general pros-
perity of the country, but largely to the recogni-
tion of the people’s claim to this art, the cere
monial enter of the for about
300 years. Now the people as a whole are begin-
ning to appreciate it and are enjoying a Dleasure
which was ‘denied their fathers. .

Evidenté®of the growing importance of the No
and its present popularity as opposed to its for-
mer consefvatism is found in the erection in
Japan of two No theaters of large seating capac-
ity. One, the most beautiful No theater in the
land of Nippon, is near Tennoji, Osaki’'s ancient
Buddhist temple. The promoter of this edifice,
Onishi Ryeotaro, celebrated No actor, has seen the
No at its lowest ebb and now glories in its pros-
perity.. His father, a No actor also, lived through
the gloomy days of the Restoration, when inrush-
ing new ideas from the outside world unbalanced
men's minds and the performances were discon-
tinued. Onishi's father abandoned his career, be-
came an, assistant to a phligtographer. Onishi
Ryotaro remembers having helped his father, as a
child, to wash photbgraphic plates. Often in the
process he cut Lis fingers. Today he has a fol-
lowing of a thousand actors, among them thirty-
five stars, who in turn have their own under-
studies.

In Tokyo a No theater recently gave its pre-

miere production. This enterprise is headed by |

Umewaka Rokuro and Umewaka Manzaburo, lead-
ing actors of the Japanese capital. Umewaka
| Minoru, {hétr father, was one of the few No
actors who refused to forsake his art when the

ogunate fell and the patronage of the No sud-
f y melted away. He purchased a No stage
from o penniless daimo and continued to give per-
- formancés and to instruct his sons in the art.
Now these sons have enlarged upon their inheri-
tance and are keeping abreast the expansion of
the present-day Tokyo.

There are five several schools of No in Tokyo,
each with its own littl® theater. Their activity
now is greater than ever before in Japan's his-
tory. T} 5 and

County Japanese American
lameda .. . $99.00 00.00
Butte 8500 ...
Colusa . 113.50 150.00
Contra Costa 85.00 71.00
116.20 110.00
60.00 60.0t
92.35 60.00
110.00 120.00
130.00 150.00
6200 ...,
Sacramento 65.00 87.05
an Francisco . 72.00 96.00
an Mateo . 114.00 85.00
3anta Clara 105.00 83.00
Santa Cruz 9258 ...
Sonoma 64.00 170.00
Stanislaus 90.0 125.00
Tulare 101.60 60.00
Yolo .. ve J500 b,
AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYES.
Japanese Japanese Amcrican
with . without  without
County Board
Alameda ... $118.50
Butte 120.00
Colusa 187.00
121.00
130.00
96.25
127.00
135.00
100.00
133.04
150.00
145.00
111.60
119.00
123.00
105.00
¢+ 111.60
124.00
140.00
155.00
155.00
131.00 |
100.00
135.00

| in springtime and maples in the autumn.
| The shrine has a long association with the
| monkey. There have been treasured here since
| the carly Tokugawa’days two statues of monkeys
carved by o famous artist of long ago. The
(ancestral god of the shrine is an ancient deity
of the mountain and the carved monkey figures
| represent the god's messengers, for only these
frequeniers of sylvan solitudes could approach the !
deity of the silent places.

| Whose the quaint fancy to dress these creatures
.of the wild in the costumes of courtier and court
|lady? Some long-forgotten artist. But the lady
|and gentleman monkey are brave in New Year's
clothing: she with a wonderful brass headdress
| decorated with-pendant drops like the crown of o
princess in a No play and wearing the scarlet
kimona of twelve folds of a lady of rank. He in
the flowing garments of five centuries past. They
are placed on efther side of the sacred altar, and
thousands of Tokyo citizens are making the pil-
grimage to see these highly interesting person:
ages.

Another treasure of the shrine is a monkey
|screen, standing just within the main entrance—
two monkeys in color on a background of gold.
| The large one with red jacket and tall hat, danec-
ing and waving a white paper Shinto wand, the
smaller animal beating @ drum. This is the work
of some artist of the Tokugawa age.

Placed within the alcoves on each side of the
two-storied red gate that guards the long approach
of stone steps to the shrine are two most ancient
monkeys fashioned of stone and almost rubbed
smooth by the hands of time. Around their
necks are always to be seen heaps of infants' bibs
—offeringg from mothers whose children have
been restored to health after having worn the
monkey charm sold at the shrine.

THE WAYSIDE PLUM TREE.

HERE was once a little girl who ate a plum
2t the home of a friend and found it so deli-
clous that she tcok the pit home and planted it
under the fence near her house. The girl lived
at her father's restaurant, a small place close by
& main road, whence came many travelers. Years
‘passed. The house decayed and weeds grew in
| profusion. The wayside plum trees grew tall and
{bore delicious fruit every year. Traveiers pass-
ing by plucked and ate the fruit to quench their
thirst. But nobody knew whether the girl who
| plented the plum trees was living or dead.
DOPPO KUNIKIDA.,

A SPLENDID BOOK RUINED,.
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The Japanese cartoonist, Rakuten, shows Presi-
dent Wilson looking with alarm and disgust upon
his best book, the Peace Treaty, On the opened

book he finds scrawled “The Shantu Reserva-
tion.” “What a shame!” he exclaims. “Some
utiful book.”

seribbling rascal has speiled this bea

JAPANESE PROVERBES.

A glutton lives to eat, a wise man eats to live.
+ s 0

A good siomach is the best sauce.
¢ 5 @

A good bargain is a pick-purse,
. v o

A good beginning mokes a good ending.
L

A good daughter will make a good wife,
PRI

A good example is the best sermon.
R

A good lawyer is an evil neighbor.
)

A good marksman may miss.
. 8

| O-TAM

A good surgeon must \;a\*e an eagle's eve, a lion's

heart and a lady’'s hand.
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E
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(FROM THE
iFROM the Tokyo of today little if any idea can|
| be gaited of Yeddo, the city as it was under
|the Tokugawa rule. Not only have streets been
widened—tramways, gas and electric lights have |
appeared and on all sides forelgn dress is seen.!
‘But the greatest difference is in {he daily lives|
(of the inhabitants.. Everyone is busy today, for |
|few can afford to be idle.

! Fromi the beginhing of the seventeenth century
‘until the fall of the Shogun in 1868, when its
name wag changed to Tokyo, Yeddo was a city n!]
easc and pleasure. Unlike the great cities of |
Osaka and Kyoto, where the inhabitants lived |
| mostly by commerce or manufacture, Yeddo pro-|
duced nothing, had no export trade. Two classes |
peopled the city, the samuraf, who spent money,
and the towhsmen, who supplied their wants. “

Under the Kakufu or Hokugawa government it |
 was a strict law not only that the daimyo shouldi
/spénd alternate terms in the capital, but that|

their wives and children were to reside there per-
manently, together with large numbers of their
samurai retainers. |

Many of the larger daimyo had no legs than
three yashiki, a chief, in which they ordinarily

resided; a middle for emergency, and a lower.[
| which served for a storehouse and the quarters of |
'lower grade retainers. Even smaller daimyo hldl
two, searcely any beingz contsnted with gne. The
' number of large yashiki was (herefore very great |
'and ‘each was crowded. {

In addition to the daimyo was & host of direct |
Tokugawa vassals, known as hatamoto or banner
{men, each of whom bad a considerablé number of
underlings in his eommand.

There was, therefore, continually in Yeddo a|

population of samurai estimated at between 400,
1000 and 500,000 men, all with certain incomes and
! more or less luxurious tastes.

They were non-producers all, and all must be
|catered to. This gave employment to traders and
|artisans, who numbered some 700,000. Business
|always was good, money always plentiful; all fol-
'lowed an easy life, working when it pleased them,
taking a holiday whenever they chose.

Besides the large amusement places and pléas-

ge of actors
embracing No as their life work.

singers are
In Kyoto, Nagoya and other cities long
neglected No stages agaln are in use. The actors

travel from eity to city, Tokyo stars playing in
Kyoto and Osaka, Osaka favorites appearing in
Tokyo, a thing almgst unheard of in the olden

of Japan and recently tried in modern
Japan.

No has its mission. M has no concern with

commercialism. It does not depend upon a public

demanding the cheap, the sensational and the
vulgar. Its standard is high; those who go to
scorn frequently remain to pray. The No theaters
are not conducted for money’s sake, and the
aetors depend entirely upon the subscriptions of
their regular patrons and the fees of their pupils.
No actors who have attained a high rank in their
profession devoté a large part of their time to the
training of\the young men who are to follow in
their footsteps and carry on their traditions.
The No actor’s life is the reverse of the com-
plex. He receives ample for his needs and his
home is a model of good taste. 'Generally his
house is attached to the theater. All day upon
the stage there are rchearsals, while the actor's
Jome is the center of instruction of the budding

Thespians. The relation of teacher and follower
creates an ideal e for the dev
of the art.

The maintenance of the little theaters is sim-
plicity itgelf. No stage setting to bother about.
The properties, of the most suggestive character,

tumes, elaborate and often costly, frequently are
handed down from fathér to son, as are the
masks, AN o

Performances are given once a week, generally
on Sunday, lasting from 8 a. m. 6 6 p. m. As
the No vogue increases night performances are
being given. Restaurants attached to the theaters
serve inexpensive meals.

most suspicious, mask of other fec 'i(ugs.‘
Carried beyond or below Right Reasofl, Giri
became a monstrous misnomer. It harbored
under its wings every sort of sophistry and
hypoerisy. It might casily have been turncd
into a nest of cowardice, if Bushido had not
taken a keen and correct sense of Courage,
the spirit of daring and bearing.
(To be Continued)

are made of bamboo bound with cloth. The cos-

' O-Tama turned a deat ear to all admirers.

ure g ds there were many open gpacés of quiet
|beauty to be found among the crowded streets,
whither samurai and townsfolk flocked to pass an
'idle hour. Now these places have been mostly
! built upon and only their memories remain. Most
famous among these, perhaps, was the O-Tama-
‘ga-(ke. in the Nlhonbashi district.

| pond sur y & ds
|planted with plum, chérry and other blossoming |
trees, it was a pleasant resort in spring, while in
summer the ymany tea houses with platforms
shaded with push screens, built out over theL
refreshing pool, were always full of guests who!
sought to escape from the heat of the streets and
obtain a breath of eool alr while enjoying the
|sight and perfume of the pink and white lotus
| flowers, which almost hid the waters of the pond
| from 'view.

| At the tea houses nothing was supplied but tea,
fruit and sushi—rice moulded into shape and
| covered with fish flavored with vinegar, which in
| Japan takes the place of sandwiches. Visitors
| genérally ‘were content with these, but some
brought their own pienic baskets of dainties and
| gourd of sake. Perhaps a lady of the party would
| bring her samisen or they wotld engage the serv-
|ices of a géisha, and laughter, singing and inno- |
cent enjoyment woule !est‘hr into. the night.

}

O-Tama, daughter of the proprietress of one oiy
|these tea houses, a girl of seventeen, was famed |
|ag the most lovely maiden to be found in the
whole city. Songs were composed and sung to |
The saying “Do not say perfect till,
you have seen Nikko” was perverted into “Do |
not say perfect (beauty) umtil you have seen
O-Tama.” Her name was on the lips of all the,
young bloods of the day. Necedless to say, the
house always was crowded, many waiting for |
hours in the hope of galning an entrance or‘
even & glimpse of the renowned demsel. {

Mary sought her love. Large sums were offered |
for her smiles and henorable marriage was offered

even by samural of high rank and station. I’I;ut

er
life was very happy as it was, and free from
love

Modest, but alway$ bright, cheerful and witty,
she treated all the guests alike. Polite and at-
tentive to all, she showed not the slightest prefer-
ence for any,

Among her most ardent admirers were two
young men, Hoshino and Miyashita, both samurai,
rieh and kigh in the rank of their daimyo’s serv-
ice, and each had sworn upon his sword that he

|alone, when he could urge his suit.

FAR EAST)

would obtain her for his wife or die. Daily they
visited the house and stayed until late at nigbt,
each hoping to obtain a few moments with her
This was,
however, not \easy to get; there were no private
rooms, the whole house being open to all.

One day when O-Tama approached to inquire
whether he needed anything, Hoshino losing all
restraint and seizing her arm to detain her, cried:

“O-Tama! You must hear me; I will speak!
Since first we met, from morn till eve, from eve
till morn you have never for an instant been
absent from my thouglits; even in my sleep I
dream of you, I can not live without you! Con-
sent to be my wife!”

Before she couid utter a reply the rush blind
was torn aside and Miyashita appeared:
ay, O-Tama,” saild he, “lend not an ear to
wha't that fellow says. 'Tis I who truly love
you!”

““What!"” shouted Hoshino. “Dare you intrude?
Then draw and defend yourself! Let fate decide
to whom O-Tama shall belong!”

“Ob, no, sirs!” shriecked the frightened Tama.

“Fight not for a poor tea house girl! Put up
your swords, [ pray!”
“Then make choice between us! Whose wife

will you be? 1 for my part promise to submit te
what you say, if Hoshino agrees to do the same.”

“Yes, 1 cobsent,” said he. “O-Tama, it is for
you to choose. Come, say which of us do you
prefer?”

“Pleasé) ask me not,” she sobbed. “How can I
make cholce between you two honorable samurai?
Depart, I pray, and never think of me again.”

“Nay,” replied Miyashita, “that cannot be,
Since you will not decide, then wust we try our
fate by force of arms. Hoshino, your sword.
Our fight must be to the death.”

“Walt, sirs! Oh, wait! I cannot make a
choice, but see, here afe yoku (small bows and
arrows) with which the guests amuse themselves,
shooting at that target on the farther bank.
Each shoot an arrow, and the one who strikes
nearest to the center I will wed!”

“What say you, Miyashita, do you agree?” in-
quired Hoshino.

“Yes, 1 must perforce do so—but stay; observe
those two mandarin ducks, emblems of conjugal
Iclwe, swimming on the pond; let the drake be our
alm.”

Each seized an arrow and carcfully fitting it
to a bow took careful aim and let flv. Each
strangely reached the mark, both arrows trans.

| fixing the bird side by side.

O-Tama,. who had been carcfully watching the
result, jumped to her feet.

|“The fates will not decide and T will never
choose,” she cried, ard with a scream: “Mother,
forgive me!” she cast herself into the pond.

. *

From that time the pohd was haunted and came
to be known as O-Tama-ga-ike, or O-Tama’s pond.
Oft on a stilly night a sound of sobbing could be
heard, and a faint, white, ghostly form seen
floating over the dark water. But it was not this
alone; the spot became a place of suicide for
many youths and maidens, some hand in hand
together, others alone came thither to end their
earthly lives, hoping to attain a happier future
in the far beyond.

Was it that O-Tama's spirit beckoned to them
from the shadow land? None could say, but it
was decided that something must be done to
ease her evidently troubled soul, so a shrine
known &s O-Tama-Inari was erected, and self-
drowning ceased.

Soon a rumor arose that O-Tama-Inari favored
lovers and would help those whose love was unre-
qQuited {o obtain the affection of the desired one.
In fact, that she would “entsunagi,” or join the
“karma” or destiny of cne who requested union
with another. To obtain an answer to the vrayer
it is necessary to write the name and date of

birth of the beloved one, together with the
worshipper'’s on a slip of paper; must be
twisted into a string and tied to ne part of
the shrine using only one hand in doing so.

Should the knot loosen afier a time or the paper
break a petition will have been made in vain;
but if they hold a union certainly wiil result.
‘Worshippers have never been few and there are
perhaps as many today as ever, as evidenced by

zhe had no desire to change it for another. the number of tightly tied paper slips and also

the many eima or picture thanks-offerings that
are to be seen.

The beautiful pond and pleasant grounds have
long been built over and the shrine alone re-
mains, but the district still bears the name of

Tama-ga-ike and the story of the girl who

estroyed herself rather than make choice be
tween two lovers s well knowa.
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